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in Western Australia have, We can under-
stand deficits during the war, and in the ex-
ceptional eircumstances that operated wniil
the last few years, but the Estimates shoull
be reasonably close to the anticipated expen-
diture,"and should certainly be nearer than, as
in this case, producing o defivit of £600,0u0,
It has been atated, and no doudt we =hal ve
reminded again of the faet, that other
States have deficits. There is one State
that does not have deficits and that is Vie-
toria. To show the contemptuous manner in
which they refer to plaees which cannot
manage their finances satisfactorily, I shall
read an extract from a paper.

Hon, H. Stewart: From whiclk paper?

Heon. Sir E. H. WITTENOQOM: The ‘ Aus-
tralasian.’’ 1t states—

With such a deplorable story being roll
in the monthly financial summaries from
States in which the Cauecus party is now,
or recently was, in power, it was fitting
that Victorians should be reminded that
during the past three years there have
been surploses in this State, and that
for five years taxation has not been in-
creased., TUnlike other States and  the
Commonwealth, Victoria has, under a
Nationalist Ministry, heen living within
ita income, and actually reducing its loan
indebtedness. By its  gencrally  soundd
management of the finanees, the Ministry
has justificd its tenure of oflice, and its
claims are greatly strengthened by its ad-
ministration generally, and by the new
programme which My, Lawsen outlined.
Encouragement of country  industries,
economy in something more than name,
the vigorous development of the Morwell
scheme, soldier settlement, and tmprove-
ment of the port of Melbourne are pro-
mised by a Ministry which has already
proved itself by performances.

Incidentally the paper goes on to make re-
marks of this nature with which I do net
assoeiate myself—

Abave all there will be that regard for
the interests of the community as a whole
that is in such marked contrast to the
openly declared policy of the Cauncus to
wage war on the canmmunify for imagined
henefits that may be gained for a class,

Hon, J, W, Hickey:
the election.

Hon. Sir E. H. WITTEXOOM: Yes. We
ask the Government to try to do away with
these deficits and to endeavour to sec that
the e:timates of revenue are something like
comparable with the expenditure. We ean-
not oppose this Bill; because we have al-
ready agreed to the Appropriation Bill em-
braeing the estimates which anticipated the
deficit, and we shall shortly be asked to
agree to another sueh measure which anti-
cipates a deficit of £400,000, but that is a
matter to be considered at a Tater period. 1
shall have something more to say when the
Appropriation Bill comes before the House.

That was just hefore
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On motion Ly debate

adjourued,

Hon, A. Sanderson,

House adjourned at .34 pm.

TLegislative Hssembly,

Weduesday, 27tk October, 1920.
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The SP-EAKER togk the Chair at +.30
p-m., and read prayers,

QUESTION—BUTTER, PRICE.

Me., LUTEY (for Mr. Green) asked the
Premier: 1, Is it a fact that the price of
Western Australian butter has been reluced
recently by the Prices Rogulation Commis-
sion to ¥s, Sd. per lb. in the metropolitan
area? 2, Has a reduction alse been ordered
by the Cemmission in the BEastern Goldfields
distriet, and, if not, why has not the goid-
fields public participated in the bensefit of
the falling rate?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes. 2, Yes;
the price of butter in the Eastern Goldfields
districts has been reduced to 2s, Rd. per
poand  plus actual cost of transportation
from metropolitan area.

QUESTION—PUBLIC SERVANTS
AND TEACHERS.

Pay Deductions for Strike Period.

Mr. O'LOGHLEX ({for Mr. DMunsie)
asked the Premjer: 1, What is the total of
the amounts advanced by the Government to
eivil servants and teachers for the period
during which they were on strike? 2, At
whose request were such advances made? 3,
Do the Government propoese to deduct these
smounts from eivil servants and teachers’
salaries? 4, If so, will he give the following
information: (a) The authority for making
the deductions; (b) are deductions to he
made without piving the right of appeal te
the appeal hoard; (c) the date from whieh
the deductions are to commence; (d) how
leng will the Government continue to make
ihe deductions. 5, Ts he aware that instruc-
tions have been issued to dedurt 19 days’
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bay, covering the period from 1lth to 29th
July (which ineludes three Sundays), from
all eivil gervants aud teachers who wero on
strike?

The PREMIER replied: 1, £39,734 8s. 2d.
2, 1t was a voluntary concession by the Gorv-
ernment in  consequence of representations
made to them regarding civil servants’ obli
pgatiens. 3, Yes. 4, (a) It was one of the
conditions of the settlement; (1) the appeal
hoard has no jurisdietion in such wmatters;
(¢) month of "October; (d) until repaid,
5, Yes; dinstructions were issued to deduct
}9/3]ths of the salary due for the month of

uly.

BILL—CITY OF PERTII EXDOWMENT
LANDS.
Read a third time and transmifted to the
Councit,

BILL—INDUSTRTAL ARBITRATIOX
ACT AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. T. I
Draper—West Perth) [4.38] in moving the
second reading said: This is omnly a short
Bill to amend the present Industrial Arhi-
tration Act in threc respects. One is to com-
plete the machinery already provided in the
Act for the reference by the president of the
Arhitration Court of matters upon which
he has called a compulsory conference to the
Industrial Arbitration Court if no agreement
has been reached. The second objeet of the
Bill, which is new matter, is to provide that
a special commissioner may he appointed at
any time with a view, by means of compul-
sory conference, to reconcile the parties to a
dispute and, if he fails, to refer the matier to
the court. The third matter of substance in
the Bill is to increase the salaries of the re-
presentatives of the emplayers and of the
workers in the Arbitration Court from £400
to £600 per annum.

Mr, Underwood: How do you justify that?
AMr. Lutey: The importance of their posi-

tion; % is the most important job in the
State.
Mr. O'Loghlen: Ts any provision made

for the seerctary?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The first
matter which T mentioned arises out of See-
tion 58 and Section 120 of the existing Aect.
Section 38 creates the jurisdiction of the
court, and it enacts that the court shall have
jurisdiction to decide any mntter which is
referred to it by the president of the court
after he has held a compulsery conference. Thus
the jurisdiction of the court iz provided. But
when we come to Section 120, there is mo
express power given to the president at a
compulsory conference to refer the matter to
the court. The presidents of the court in this
State have not all agreed as to whether
flov had porwer an a eompulrorr conference
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to refer the matter to the court. It
would seem as a matter of inference thaut
they actvally had the power. There lus
been a disagreement in some rulings which
have been given, and Clause 2 of the Bill, if
prassed, will set the douwbit at rest. The
clauge provides clearly that whenever a cou-
fergnce has been held under Section 120 aml
no agreement hus heen rveached, then the
president may refer the matter in dispute to
the court. The sevond provision deals with
the appointment of a special commissioner.
The Minister may from time to time appoint
a speeinl commissioner.

Hon. TP. Collier: It is a Dbit of Billy
Huglies's new Bill,

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It does not
nean that a gpecizl comuissioner is to be
appointed permanently.

Hon. P. Collier: Ut vourse not.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: But if
oveasion arises them the Government will
lave power, in the event of any dispute
heing likely to take plave, to appoint 2
special commissioner tn fry to hring the
Dpartics together.

Mr. Pilkingten: Will he be paid?

Hon. P. Collier: He will supersede the
Arbitration Court for the time being.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The specinl
vommissioner would trv to bring the partics
together, Te would compel the parties, be-
tween whoem a dispute was likely to exist,
to come before him,

Mr. Davies: He may be a layman?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: He may he
anyone. Further, if the special commis-
sioner caunct bring the parties together, he
will have power to refer the matter to the
court,

Mr. Pitkington: s he to be a paid ofver?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: [ de wnot
suppose he will act without pay.

Hon. P. Collier: Lazarus would
cheaply. ’

Mr. O’Loghlen: Lazarus would act in an
honorary capacity; he is an OR.E.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: XNotwith-
standing the comments from members on
both sidea of the House, T fecl sure that they
are all desirous of preventing industrial dis-
putes. If members share the view that this
method will bring parties to an agreement,
they must alse realise that there are occa-
sions when partics to a dispute are reluet-
ant to go before the Arbitration Conrt, We
need not enter into the reasoms for this re-
luetance, bat it is a fact to which we eannet
shut our eves, becaure it has happened,
Again, very often the personality of the
special eommissioney may have a very good
effect upon the parties to a dispute. There
are some nwen who are naturally more quali-
fied to bring parties together, and to put
the pros and cong to them more clearly than
are others. Anything which will tend to
avoid imdustrial disputes and to reconcile
the parties is, T suhmit, worthy of support.
Tt is mot proposeldl tn appoint a special vom-
missioner permanently, and thersfore there

do it
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will Le a certain degree of latitude as re-
gards the appointment of some person who
would be acceptable to both parties to a
dispute, Having got so far, if the special
rommissioner fails to scttle a dispute, or to
bring the parties together and get them to
agree, he can then refer the matter o the
court, and the court can decide the question
in the usual way, There are other reasons
wlhy at the present time an appointment ot
thi= nature may be extremely useful; it is
not always eusy to get before the Arbitra-
tion Court at a moment's notice; at some
times the court is more congested than at
others,  Therefore | feel sure that a pro-
vizion of this nature -will at any rate tend
tewards industrial peace.

Mr. O0'Loghlen: This Bill saps the au-
thority of the Arbitration Court.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL:
think so.

Mr. O'Loghlen: That provision is a re-
flection on the court.

Mr, Underwood: A reflection is perhaps
required. The court has not done too well.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: It is not
suggested that any reflection should be cast
on the court itself. 1 do not think any
court” will consider that a reflection has
heen cast on it merely beeanse of the ap-
peintment of some other tribonal to assist
it in its work or to obviate disputes voming
before it. This is no new provision. Hon.
members will find a similar provision in the
New Soputh Wales Arbitration Aect; and, ae-
cording to the information T have, it has
workedl satisfactorily in that State,

Mr, O’Loghlen: Did that provision come
in simultaneously with the Act?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. More-
over, New South Wales has the Victorian
system of wages boards.

Mr. Pilkington: How is the appointment
of the special commissioner limited? Ts it
for a fixed time, or is it for a partieular
dispute !

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The hon.
member must know that when a commis-
siouer is appointed to settle a dispate one
ean hardly limit the time in which he is to
settle it. ’

Mr. Pilkington: Then tbe appointment is
limited to the particular matter?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes,

Mr, Pilkington: The commission will eon-
tain o limited authority? .

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes.

Mr., O'Loghlen: Then how will the com-
missioner end his anthority?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: When the
dispute has been settled.

Hon, P. Collier: Or when the dispute
goes un to the Arbiiration Court?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Yes. Some
hon. members seem to think this provision
is n0t neeessary.

Mr. Q’Loghlen: Your intention is good,
but that provision is not going te work out.

The ATTORXEY GENERAL: Let us try
fn gel something that will work out for

I do not

.
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the benefit of the State. I am prepared to
adopt any means within reason to obtain
industrial peace.

Mr. O'Loghlen: If the Premier asked the
member for East Perth (Mr, Hardwiek) to
look into legal matters before they went
to you, there would be trouble.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: The thira
question arising under the Bill is simply to
increase the salaries of the present lay
members of the Arbitration Court. The
propesal is to increase their salaries from
£400 to £600 per anoum.

AMr. O'Loghlen: Since you are appointing
a man to take work off their shoulders, the
increase is not justified.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Bearing
in mind the importance of the duties they
perform, and bearing in miod alse whai
men in similar positions receive in the
other States, T certainly think that, especi-
ally having regard to the high cost of
living, the inerease is justified. 1 move—

That the Bill be mow read a second
time.
On motion
adjounrned,

by HHou. P. Collier debate
ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1920-21.
In Committee of Supply.

Resumed from  the
Stubbs in the Chair.

Department of Lands and Surveys; Hon.
J. Mitehell, Minister.

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £74,366:

previous day; Mr.

The PREMIER and MINISTER FOR
LANDS AND REPATRIATION (Hon. J.
Mitehell-——Northam) [4.53]: Hon. members
will see that the expenditure of the Depart-
ment of Launds and Surveys for last year
exceeded the ecstimate by £10,000. This
vear an increased expenditure ig provided
for. [ believe hon. members realise that it
is necessary to expend money in order that
we may settle our lands. Hon. membera
arc aware that Parliament decided that all
pastoral leaseholds should be classified,
Thev are being classified, and this involves
considerable expense. In that connection
it will be observed that the expenditure for
this vear will be a substantinl amount. The
area of country Lo be clasgified is enormous
—well over 200 wmillion acres of pastoral
Jeaseholds, in addition to land held under
other eonditions. The classifiers are now
at work in the North-West, and by the end
of the vear we shall be able to apptaise at
least 25 million aeres of that country. Hon,
members know that in the meantime those
pastoral leaseholders who have applied to
come under the new legislation are paying
double rent, and that as from the 1st Oe-
toher, 1918, the holders of pastoral leases
must pay the rents as appraised. Tf the
rent of a pastoral lessee has been more than
doubled, he must make up the difference.
Tt is important that the classification
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should be completed and that the whole
question of the renewal of pastoral leases
should bhe dealt with, because these matters
involve a considerable increase in revenue.
T do not know just what the total increase
will he, but it will amount to a great deal
of mowey. [n the past this State has leased
lands on a flat rate, and in some districts
even at a nominal rate. It is not to be ex-
pected that all the lands leased will bear
4 very substantial inerease on the present
rates, but a great deal of the area held
under Jease is certainly worth much more
than the rents now heing paid. At any
rate, when the classification has been made
we shall be in a position to ask for our
Jands whatever they are worth. Moreover,
when the work of reclassification has been
done we shall be in possession of a great
deal of information that will he of value to
the Lands Department and to the country,
The work, however, cannot be done except at
very great cost. Seven survey parties are
now working in the field. XNaturally, a sur-
veyor cannot go alone into the country.

Hon., P. Collier: How many surveyors are
engaged in classifying?

The PREMTER: There are seven parties
of survevors at work.

Hon. P, Collier: TIs the classifieation afl
being done by surveyors?

The PREMIER: No. Tt is being done by
oxperienced classifiers,

Hon, P, Collier: Are they pastoralists?

The PREMIER: Most of them have had
pastoral experience. They have heen station
managers, and are accustomed to station life
Alr. Canning, the Chief Surveyor, is in charge
of the whole work.

Hon. P. Collier: Is the Sorveyor General
a member of the Lands Reelagsification
Poard ? !

The PREMIER: Yes, but he takes no part
in the work of reclassification, One man
cannot do more than supervise the working
of the whole.

Hon. P. Collier: Does the Surveyor Gen-
eral visit the pastoral areas?

The PREMIER: No. He knows them well,
He was over that country vears ago.

Hon. P. GCollier: Twenty-five years ago.

The PREMIER: 1t is a good many years
ago. The Surveyor Genecral must, of course,
depend uvpon the elose elassification made by
the men actnally engaged on the work., As
a faet, in this country of ours, which as
evervbody knows is patehy, it iz necessary
to have a classification before one can de-
termine just what onght to be charged for
pastoral and other lands. Then, teo, we are
classifying a large aren of land to the east
of the present settlement, from Burracoppin
to Ravensthorpe, and principally, at the
moment, in the southern portion of the State,
where the rainfall is assured. I helieve,
too, that we shall get a large area of first
class wheat land there. This country of
Western Awustralia is so vast that all of it is
not known even to the departmental officers,
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A lundred miles out east of Wagin I re-
cently met a man engaged in the classifiea-
tion of those lands, and he seems to-have no
doubt that we shall get a very considerahle
area there with an assured rainfall, land
whieh, if it will not grow wheat, will carry
stock, This work of classification will also
take some time, and cost some money. Dur-
ing the past summer we were engaged in
classifying the lands in the south-western
portion of the State. There, of course, the
work must be done in the summer months,
The result has been far better than was an-
ticipated. The member for Forrest (Mr,
O 'Loghlen) of course knows that the land
in the South-West s particularly good, but
he alse knows that that land eannot be sold
and settled. The Conservator of Forests ig
anxious that all the forest country there
shoutd be reserved for all time. I agree with
that. The classification made by the For-
estry Department has considerably helped
the elassification by the land inspectors. The
country is very thick, and very difficulv to
work in; and, naturally, progress there is
slow. llowever, the inspectors have loeated
a large aren of first class country in the
South-West that can he eut into small blocks
and settled. Tt is estimated that théy have
1LGH Vlocks in sight now.

Mr. (ClLoghlen: How far from
way? -

The PREMIER: The scttlement of those
Mocks will necessitate the extension of the
railway to Nornalup.

AMr. Pickering: What will be the averuge
ares of a block?

The PREMTER: I do not know what the
average will be, bat the bloecks will vary
from 100 acres to probably 250, and in some
cases possibly more. As a matter of faet,
the classification has proved that in the South-
West we have land suitable for scttlement
where it was not anticipated that we would
get such land. It is true, unfortunately,
that ounr railways go through the worst part
of the country.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Tt looks as if they were
deliberately ecuvustrueted through the peor
land.

The PREMIER: Tt would appear as if that
were s0. ‘The land in the South-West will
be capable of settlement in small blocks.

Hon. P. Collier: That is an old tale,

The PREMIER: It will be a tale that
the hon, member will listen to in this House
for the next 20 years, because the job will
not be completed even in that tiwc,

Hon. P. Collier: You are making soch little
headway.

The PREMIER: We are making consider-
able headway. TFor the fir=t time in our his-
tory we are produeing enough butter for our
OWn use.

Hon. P. Collier: But there js more coming
from the wheat areas than from the Souoth-
West, We have reversad the order of things.

The PREMIER: Of course it is coming
from the wheat arveas, but if the memher for

the rvail-
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Bunbury were here, he would tell the leader
of the Opposition that the Bunbury factory
the week before last turned out six tons of
butter,

Hon. P. Collier: They made seven tons in
one week in one of the wheat areas.

The PREMIER: At any rate, the fact
that we are now producing enough butter
for our own consumption at a certain period
of the year is something to be pround of. Of
vourse 2 great Jeal of work remains to he
done in the South-West and progress will be
slow, That counfry from Pemherton to
Nornalup has been proved to be better than
we thought it was,

Hon. P. Collier: You arve still hankering
atter Narnalup,

Mr. O'Loghlen: It is a good place in the
suminer. .

The PREMIER: 1 am still hankering
after Nornalup. T had hoped fo he able fo
take members down to that part of the State
on p visit before the end of this year, or
eertainly hefore March next.

Hon, T, Waiker: You also promised to
vigit Esperance.

The DPREMTFR: I do not know about
huving made a promise to that effeet. At
any rate, T wish the House to know that a
good deal of work is going on in the South-
West.  Leaving the South-West for a mo-
ment, we may turn to Esperance. That part
of the State needs no classifieation because
it hag already been inspected and found to
he uniform.,

Mr. Pickering: Uniformly good.

The PREMIER: T have been assured by
those who have farms there that it is geod.
Onc of the visitors from the mallee country
of Victoria a little while back, after having
inspected that part of the State, told me
that it was as good as the land that he was
farming on in Vietoria, and that it was his
intention to take up a block at Esperance.
He wanted to he sure, however, that the rail-
way wonld be bnilt, and T told him that it
wonld so far as I was concerned.

Hon, P. Collier;: And he was a practical
man, one of our good Vietorinn farmers,

The PREMIER: Everybody knows that
T have a high opinion of this part of the
State.  The railway I haope will soom be
started. The reports from fhat district are
hetter than they used to be. Of course, hon.
memhers would not expect me to tell the
House all T have heen told; I am nof ex-
pressing nmiy own opinion. .

Hon, P, Collier: It tock a lot of ham-
mering from us fo get our views to soak in,

The PREMIER: Yes, and sledge ham-
ner methods were used.

Hon, P. Collier: 1t was more on account
of the material that we had to operate on.
However, we are glad of your eleventh hour
conversion,

Mr. Johnston: The Premier takes a very
rosy view of the projeet from this side of
the House.

The PREMIER:
built.

The line has to he
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Hen, T,
still.

The PREMIER: Tt stood still until T re-
turned to office and now it is my Juty to see
that it is started again,

Hon. T. Walker: We started it. .

Hon, W. ¢, Angwin: And yowr Govern-
ment stopped it.

Hon, P, Collier: XNow youm are starting it
again; you are like a jibbing horse.

The PREMLIER: Hon. memhbers opposite
could have Jdone more than start the line he-
cause they occupied this hench for over five
Years, .

Hon, T. Walker: We had to bring the
Bill down three times. Yon opposed it.

The PREMIFR: 'The line is to be built
and the country will he opened up. Every-
hody knows that the member for Kanewna
hus interviewed somebody about this line at
least once a week for years past. However,
when the line is built we expeet to get a
sprinkling of wmallec farmers from Vietoria,
those farmers who understand operations on
this ciass of land. T will sce that the coun-
try is given a chance just as the other parts
of the State. T know it will be a source of
tronlle to some hon. members when the line
is built. If the land is good as it is said to
be, there is a vast area of it and it may be
that we shall get wheat growers to take it
up.  The development of the agricultural
lands of this great State presents problems
here and there, Returning now to the Scuath
West, I desire to inform members that the
work of preparing land for settlement there
has been put in hand. We have had tractors
engaged actively for over 12 months.

Mr, Pickering: Ou soldier settlements,
No traetor is available for the private set-
tler.

The PREJMIEK: Xo. There are seven
tractors and we have orderéd more.

Mr. Pickering:  Still, you will
others? )

The PREMIER: Yes, but soldiers must
have preference. TIf T could, I would clear a
small area iuv each block in the South-West,
We had intended preparing farms,

Hon. P, Collier: It would have been done,
too, but for the National combination that
turned out the Government,

The PREMTER: T want to show that there
is some justification for the increased ex-
pencliture in the department, Including Es-
perance, the conditional purchiase approvals,
so far as Dblocks sold are concerned, in-
creased by 1,267 in the past year. Home-
stend farms increased by 220, and other
blocks surveyed increased from 970 to
1,897. Al this has nceessitated the cutting
up of blocks in country towns, and we have
ent up 1,064 dvring the year. We issued
lecds to the number of 2477 in the vear
1918.19 and last year no fewer than 4,099,
These figures show that there is a great deal
more work to do and there must, therefore,
he more settlement. The area of conditional
purchase land  increased from 586,190
acres to 1,414,496 acres, aud other land vus

Collier: There it is, standing

assist
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veyed from 463,933 to 788,857. Every acre
of lJand costs money, but, unforfuunately, we
cet very little revenue from any of this
work., We have at the present time a num-
ber of surveyors engaged, but many have
left’ the State and gone abroad, while others
who have grown old have left the service.
We have experienced a difficulty, therefore,
in surveying all the lands we would have
wished to survey. There is a good deal of
work to be done at Esperance. There is alsa
good land at the back of Ravensthorpe,

Hon, T. Walker: It is a continuation of
the same tract of land. )

The PREMIER: I hope it will prove to
be so.

Hon. T. Walker: It goes to the cast of
where you propose to build the line.

The PREMIER: Some 90 miles from Girass
Pateh to Ravensthorpe, 1f it is as good
as we hope 1t will prove useful. Therao
would be no difficulty in selling 10,000 bleeks
it we had them surveyed, for there is a
vreat deal of money in the hands of the
farmers of the Eastern States, many of
whom would be ready to come to Western
Aunstralia.  But, naturally, the soldiers must
have preference, and so the farmers of the
East must wait., We have laid ourselves
out to settle the soldiers on land in the dis-
tricts from which they enlisted, and so in
many instances it has been neeessary to
purchase land for them. However, we
bought it cheaply and the men have been
well placed.

Hen. P. Collier: Where would
12,000 immigrants per annum?

Mr. Maley: You have not done too well
in the Graldton district, have you?

The PREMTER: I do not know whether
the hon. memhber is satisfied with what we
have done. We have done the best pos-
sihle. Land in the Geraldton distriet is
very ¢losely and firmly held.

Mr. Pickering: Some good properties up
there have been offered at a reasonable
price.

The PREMTER: 1f the hon, member
thinks so, he can go fo the department and
see exactly what has been offered. It is
true that certain land has been offered, but
it is none the less true that it is difficult to
et good land in that district.  There are
Lhound to he disappointments; certain dis-
trjrts are unavoidably disappointed. 1
do not know that T need to say any mote in
introducing these Estimates; so often have
T introduced them that it seems like saying
the same thing over and over again. 1
hope hon. members realise that we have a
very great deal of land still to settle, far
more than T thought 12 months ago, or
even six months ago.

Hon. P. Collier: Crown land?

The PREMIER: Yes.

Mr, Harrison: What is the cause of your
amending vour estimate of the area?

The PREMIER: The classification of new
country. T knew 12 months ago what was
then offering, but T did not then know the

vou put
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land which has since heen clussifil.  No-
Lody knew of it. '
Mr. Maley: Is that out east of Lake

Grace?

The PREMIER: From Woologong south.
The classification will extend to the hon.
member’s distriet as soon as we can get
surveyors,

Hon. P. Collier: Why not send out a pros-
pecting party to look for surveyors?

Mr. Harrison: The knowledge of the new

country has been hrought abont by the
cnergies of those already in the helt,

The PREMIER: Oh, 1 see. I did nol
know there was anybody there at all.  As

a matter of fact, we got some little Friow-
ledge of the country from the discovecers
of gold down there, who were the only pen-
ple to be fonnd from Lake Grace to Son-
thern Cross, This country is without tracks,
and very diffienlt to explore. The leader of
the Opposition asked what we vonld do to
settle 12,000 immigrants per annum, I
never said that we could séttle them. [
said we could handle them,

Hon. P. Collier: What have you done wvith
those who have arrived?

The PREMIER: T have sent a gocd many
to the hon. member’s electorate, to go mwrin-
ing. -

My, Foley: I should rather sec the Brit-
ishers there than the foreignera.

The PREMIER: 80 should I. We c¢un
casily absorb all the immigrants we may
be able to get, becanse every industry in
the State is short of men., T do not z2ven
know what is to be done in respect of the
wood lines unless we. get more men. 1
never said that we could settle a thousand
British people on the land per month, bnl 1
do say we can easily absorb even more than
that. T have nothing more to add. I he-
lieve the officers of the department are
working well and are perfectly capable of
handling the sitnation. Tt is unfortunate
that the classification was net made long
bhefore. T the survevors had heen ready
we could have settled a great many more
soldiers on the land. Tn the wheat distriets
there will be no trouble in connection with
the settlement of all that we ean get. Tn
the South-West it will be a slower business,
hut even there the spread of settlement will
Ire satisfaetorily rapid. We are surveying a
line to comnect up the Bridgetown railway
with Denmark. “ When that surveyr is eom-
plete the House will be asked to authorise
the construetion of a line which will make
possible the settlement of a very large num-
her of people. We hope that the British peo-
ple will go there. In faet they will have to
go there, because the wheat land will be
largely required for onr own people.

Mr. WILLCOCK (Geratdton) [3.237: The
Premier referred to the settlement of past-
oral lands. T do not wish to traverse the
whole of the ground covered on Wedneslay
eveningy, but when speaking on that motion
I particularly requested the Premier to give
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consideration of the proposition that the pay-
ment for improvements and compensation for
disturbance should be the same whether in
respect of pastoral or of agricultural lands.
The Premier, in replying to the Aebate, said
nothing whatever on that point. I should like
an assurance that when the Bill is brought
down that anomaly will he réetifiel. 1 do
not think it is quite a fair that the anomaly
should be allowed to continue. Agricultural
lands ean he taken up under certain con-
ditions, but when it comes to pasteral lands
the conditions are quite different.

The Premier, XNot in the case of lands
in the hands of the Crown.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Yo, but in the case of
lands purchased from private owners. Tt has
been said that the soldier conld take wp any
land he wanted, and that the Government
would purchase it for him. But in eonnection
with pastoral lands, in addition to payving the
value of the land and of the improvements,
he has to pay leavy compensation for dis
torbance; in some eases it would amount to
over £100,i00. This ddes not apply to agri-
enltural lanids.  When the Bill is introduced
for the eclasgification of pastoral lands, the
opportunity might be taken to reetify that
anomaly. T notice that istriet survevors are
being placed im different distriets. One has
been sent to Northam,

The Premier: He has heen there for years.

Mr. WILLCOCK: Another has hbeen sent
to the South-West,

The Premier: He also has been there for
years.

Mr. WILLCOCK: One is also being sent
to the northern districts, T should like to
krow where he is going to make his head-
quarters, and whether one of them rannot
be equipped and sent to Geraldton in order
to demonstrate the value of the land in that
distriet and expedite local business.

Hon, P, COLLTER {Boulder) [5.26]: T
expected that some of our Country party
friends would have had something to say
on these Estimates.

Mr. Harrigson: We generally wait for the
leader of the Opposition.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Perhaps there is some
wisdom in that. T have no doubt that there
will be scveral speakers after T have had a
word or two to say. T want fo refer to the
classification of our pastoral areas in the
North-West. The Premier states that there
are approximately 200 million acres of pas-
toral lands to be classified, and that of that
area 25 million acres——

The Premier: No, no, the 23 million acrez
Lave been appraised.

Mon. P. COT.LIER: Well, it means that
there are still remaining 175 million acres to
he appraised.

The Premier:
to be classified.

Hon. P. COLLIER: A great deal of it,
as the Premier said, will have fo he classi-
fiedl hafore the appraisement is made.

Yes, to be appraiced, not
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The Premier: The whele of the North-
West has been appraised.

Hon. P. COLLIER: But this work las
been going on for nearly two years, 1If only
25 million acres have been dealt with up to
date, it realty means that it will be another
seven or eight vears before the work is cow-
pleted.

The Premier: No, vou sec the appraise-
ment follows the elassification, The whole
of the North-West has heen appraised.

Hon. P. COLLTER: But according to the
Premier’s own figurer, 23 million acres have
bheen appraised, and there remain 173 mil-
lion acres to he appraised. Jf we have only
managed to go over 23 million acres in the
vourse of two years, it will be another seven
or eight years before the work is completed.

The Premier: Tt will be completed within
the next two years.

Hon, P, COLLIER: Then, they will have
to make greater headway than they have
made in the past. We know that although
the pastoralista are paying double rent pend-
ing the appraisement, it is possible that the
rental fixed will he even greater than the
douhle rent they are now payving. Tn that
ense, they will benefit to the extent of the
difference, so that it is to the interests of the
Ntate that the work should he eompletéd as
carly as possible,

Mr. Maley: T think it is working out the
other way about,

Hon, P. COLLTER: Possibly. T suppose
the major portion of it will so work out.

The Premier: They have to pay from the
Ist April 1918, whatever rental is fixed,

Hon. P. COLLIER: XNo doubt some
arens  will work ont inm  the opposite
tlirection from that which the hon. mem-
her who interjected has in mind. T am
sorry the Premier has not  brought
down a Bill to deal with these pastoral
argas. He knows that last yeur the House
failed to rectify the grievous wrong done
in 1916 to the people of this State, simply
because the Bill was not introduced until
the last few davs of the session, That is
why the position remains to-day as it has
beon since the Bill was passed in 1916. Onre
the Fstimates are through, it is possible
for the Government to close down when
they desire, by pushing through Bills that
they consider essential and disearding
others thev do not consider important, and
we may have a repetition of what happened
lnst year.

The Premier: Oh ne, you will have the
Bil,

Hon., P. (COLLTER: Tt is not ap easy
maiter to draft a Bill dealing with this
question, The Government, however, hz}ve
had the whole of the recess, to say nothing
of the last three or four months, in which
ta do so. T take it that the only reason why
the Bill has not been brought down before
i~ that it is not readv for presentafion.

The Premier: Tt has now been finalised.
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Hon. P. COLLIER: I hope the Bill wili
be introduced at an carly stage, and that
ample opportunity will be afforded to the
House of dealing with it. T am afraid that
matters in  fhe meantime may have
developed in some directions which may
prevent the Houge from giving effect to
the intention of Parliament in 1916, If
we do so it is possible we may be horder-
ing on confiscation, or he taking away the
vights whieh individuals er companies have
acquired during the intervening period. To
that extent, our hands may be tied in deal-
ing with the matter. T was rather sur-
prised to read in the ‘*West Australian’’
this merning, concerning the excursion
train which travelled through the wheat
areas on Sunday, that the Commissioner for
the Wheat Belt, Mr. Sutton, in the course
of a lecturette in the dining car, informed
the tourists that a greater amount of batter
was produced in the wheat belt than in the
South-West,

The Premier: There is a larger number
of farms there.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That ia so, but the
position is altogether Qdifferent from that
which one has been led to expect.

Mr. Harrison: I told vou that five vears
ago.

Hon, P. COLLIER: I had forgotten the
hon. member's remarks, Possibly it was
fiem the hon. member that Mr. Sutton re-
ceived his information.

Mr. Harrison: No.

Mr, Pickering: That
tained for the whole year.

Hon. P, COLLIER: T take it Mr, Sutton
was referring to a stated period, otherwise
there would be no peint in his informing a
numhber of people that this was the case.
He must have been referring to a period
of mnot less than a vyear, 'This statewment
will come as n surprise to most people. When
we have talked about the development of
the Sounth-West it hag alwavs heen along
the line of inerveasing the ountput of dairy
produee as a result of that development. It
was to the South-West we were always told
to look for thiz phase of our production.
And vet we find that the farmers in the
wheat belt have been able to produce more
butter than those in the South-West. Those
in the wheat belt only seriously started ount
in the business two or three veurs ago, since
Government assistance was granted to
them in the way of butter faetories. What
las been done in the same direction in the
South-West during the paat 60 or 70 vears!

The Premiers We have been putting out
vows in the wheat areas during the last
ten years.

Hon. I'. COLLTER: And for longer than
that in the South-West. T remember when
the Premier was in a former Government,
same 15 vears ago, that he launched oot in
the. development of the dairying industry
in a portion of the South-West. Denmark
is ane of the places T have in mind,

cannot be main-
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The Prewier: [
that. :

Hon, P. COLLIER: The I’remier was im-
murtalised becanse of the Hock of goats he
seut to Denmark to eat down the scrub.
Although something in the way of a special
eflort was being made to develop the in-
dustry in that portion of the State, it may
he said that development has gone on very
glowly during the past ten or 12 years. The
reason why the headway that we expected
has not been wmade there, is because the
neeessary  Government assistance has  not
heen forthcoming, Schemes have been pul
forward in this House in yeats gove by for
the assistance of those who were struggling
ir the heavily timbered portions of the
South-West, to the cnd that they might in-
crease their herds and develop the dairyving
industry; but thesc people have been left
to their own resources, and as a result very
little headway has been made,

Hon, W. (', Angwin: The Government
generally bring something forward Defore
the general elections,

The Premier: You do.

Hon, W, C. Angwiu: What abouf the
railway in the Flinders distriet, near Bns-
sclton? That wna started a few wecks be-
fore the general clections,

The Premier: Your Government surveyed
the line.

Hon. P. COLL1ER: Those most concerned
in this railway are the Minister for Mines
and the Honorary llinister, for it will link
up both constituencies.

The Minister for Mines: The two best
constitnencies that can be linked up!

Hon. P, COLLIER: T have heard a good
deal about survevors being here, there and
everywhere surveying the land, and about
the good work that is going on and is going
to he done, particularly in the way of
developing the South-West. This hag been
going on for the past 12 vears, but there is
very little to show for ir,

Mr. Johnston: We are making four tons
of butter a week at Narrogin,

Hon..P. COLLIER: And six tons a week
at Bunbury. I deo not know what the out-
put_is at Bugselton.

Mr. Pickering: 1t
neek.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Then it is tinie butter
was getting cheaper. These hon, members
nust be putting on the world’s parity to
their product. If we are turning out butter
by the ton in these important country
towns, perhaps we shall soon get cheaper
bmtter. Thuring the past week people in
thia State have had to pay as high as 33, a
pound for jt,  In order that the- price

was immortaiised over

is about ten tons =a

may he reasenable we must double our
output at all these dairving centres.
Mr. HARRISON (Aven) [5.41]: Tt is

pleasing to hear from the Premier about the
devefopment of the Esperanee lands, and the
classification of the country from Burracop-
pin southward and eastward of Lake Grace.
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We have excellent timber country ronning
north and south from Burracoppin that will
be suitable for wheat growing. By the de-
velopments which have oveurred in this part
of the State we have been able to prove that
wheat can be successfully grown there, and
that wheats of differeit varieties can he pro-
duced that will mature ecarlier than other
kinds and with more successtul re-ults. At
the Merredin State farm recently I saw a
clugs of wheat which was vonsidered to be
one of the earliest and best wheats yet grown,
and this wheat was being brought wp to the
required stamdard. The newer varicties of
wheat that are beinyg tested are based as to
their value on the standard varieties, If
these newer wheats are proved to he of
lesser gnality and yield and slower in coming
tr maturity they are disearded. When we
find that this sort of wprk is heing carried
out, dml that our agriculturists are taking
advantage of the earlier varieties of wheat,
oats, and barley, it indieates that a larger
area of country will he brought into produc-
tion, and this will mean the better mainten-
ance of the families engaged and an exten-
gsion of farming further eastward.

Hon. W. C, Angwin: Will this not bring
vou into still drier areas?

Mr. HARRISOX: The climatic conditions
of the drier areas are fairly uniform through-
out. These areas, we uniderstand, are now
heing properly classified. I maintain that a
belt of three to five chains of native timber
should be left on the north and west sides
of all our farms. I feel sure that when these
large areas are dennded of timber it tends
to inerease the evaporation amd decrense the
moisture that is left in the soil, owing to the
force of the wind being unbroken by the tim-
ber. Evaporation and moistnre are the fwo
main factors to he considereil in the enltiva-
tion of onr scedlings. Further, we want
shelter for our stock, and if we leave stand-
ing our indigenous timbers we prevent the
grass from growing in their vieinity and this
constitutes an admirable fire-break. 1f this
timber is left in the way L gnggest I am sure
it will prove of advantage to the State in a
few years’ time. We find that the Esperance
distriet is also going ahead in the growing
of wheat. We have bad the evidence of the
Royal Commission on Esperance lands as to
the soil and the rainfall in the distriet. Al
the eircomstanees point to the fact that given
the necessary transport facilities the farmera
in this distriet, and others who follew them,
will be able to make a snecess there. If they
had transport facilties they would he able iq
get their fertilisers out at a much cheaper
rate than they ean to-day. As a matter of
fact they are not wsing fertilisers there at
present, because it is almost impossible to
get them. The leader of the Opposition has
referred to the dairying industry. It will
not be long before Western Australia is ex-
porting butter. At present, however, it is
imposgible in the wheat belt to get lahourers
to do the work connected with dairying, and
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farmers have to depend upon their fawmilies
for the nevessary labour.

Ilon. W, C. Angwin:
fumities.

Fhe Premier: Do not vou!

Mr., HARRISON: I stated some year: ago
that our wheat nreas would yield a larger
amount of butter in a quicker time and with
less eapital than the Sonth-West would (lo.
I do not desire to detract from the possi-
Lilities of the Sonth-\West, but undouhtedly
it takes louger to get results there, hecanse
of the difficuities of clearing away the tim-
ber und the greater amount of eapital re-
quired to commence operations. In the
Soutli-West a farmer eannot elear his land
uearly as quickly as can the farmer in the
wheat heit. Of comrse, when the land has
heen properly cleared in the South-West the
fariner possesses a home that is rmore valu-
akle as an asset than a similar area in the
wheat belt wounld be. T hope that the Pre-
mier's forecast will be fulfilled, and while
this particular line of development reganling
our Jland is being followed, T trust that
the surveys will be taken in hand. I hope
that in addition to the surveys of the iand,
the surveyors will have regard to the possi-
bilittes of railway communication, and will
endeavour to secure information of use to
the department indicating where the lest
grades may be obtained,

Hon, W. (. Angwin: What is the good of
building railways there for prospective set-
tlers when you have settlers at present on
the land reguiring railways?

Mr. HARRISON : T said that I hoped the
surveys would be made; 'T did not say that
the railways wonld bhe built. T trust that
this aspect of the work will not be lost sicht
of,

You advocate large

Me. O'LOGHLEN (Forrest) [5.47]: Pend-
ing the primary proeducers marshalling their
foreez for an attack after tea, I winh to
make a few comments on this vote. Tand
settlement in  Western Australia, as an-
nonnced by the Premier, has made phenome-
nal strides.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: We have not pot the
report yet to see what has heen done.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: We have been led to
believe that Auring the past two wvears, at
any rate, the fand in Weatern Anstralian has
attracted a, pgreat many people to it.

Hon, W. €. Angwin: And a lot of them
left, don’t” forget,

Mr, 0’LOGHLEXN: 1 realise that many
men who went on the land in the boom periadd
met with bitter disappointment. Many of
them were broken, and many had to leave.
Many left their districts with a desire never
to toueh Iand again, but no doubt those who
go on the land in the future will profit by
the experience of the past. 1t is admitted
that it was lack of experience assisted by
dry seasons that drove those wmen off the
land, It is also true that while we in Par-
liament may discuss the best methods of land
settlement, and the promotion of land settle-
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ment generally, a shower of rain will do more
good to the farmers of Western Australia at
the present juncture than all the speeches of
~ members ecan do. Assuming that Providenee

will be kind to the settlers here for tle next
decade, with perhaps onc drought or two,
there is nothing to be feared om zecount of
land settlement in Western Austraha. Lt
must be a powerful ageney to bring this
Htate through its finanecial difficulties, Cer-
tain things need to be taken into considera-
tion when discussing land settlewent, One
has only to go through some of the districts
in the Eastern States to be convinced _of
the possibilities ahcad of the agricultural
distriets in Western Australia, provided the
conditions and the scasons are favourable.
I have several brothers farning in the East-
crn States as well as in ‘Western Australia,
and if ome visits the farms in the Eastern
States, he ean find land sclling at from £7
to €5 per acre which, in my upinion, is by
1o means superior to land we have in West-
ern Australia, It only shows what a big
advantage we have here, and what this State
can do. 1 rvefer to the Pinnarao country in
South Australia, I travelled for many hun-
dreds of miles through it, and the hulk of
the area really comprises rolling sand hills
sn bad seasons. Yet in that narea, land bas
realised up to £10 in the market. Much of
it changed hands at from £7 to £8. Om the
west const of South Australia, the land is
particularly light and cheap, and it is s'ub-
ject to dry periods, with uncertain rains.
\While we all recognise tiat the land here is
cheap, we must admit that we have a patchy
proposition as well. Nowhere is that demon-
gtrated morve than in the Sonth-West  itself,
In the wheat country we have alternate belts
of sand plain which mitigate against 1')roﬁt-
able occupation of wmany portions of our
State, particularly in the eastern wheat belt,
Some farmers there bave heen lueky chough
to go in for sheep which has helped ‘the.m
throngh, but the pocrer quality of soil in
many places debars them from wmaking that
suecoss which otherwise would hbe their lot.
The clearing of land is becoming a more diffi-
eult proposition every day. T would suggest
te the Premier that the trustecs of the Agri-
cultural Bank should deeide upon a consider-
able expansion at the carliest possible moment
in the direetion of giving sottlers larger ad-
vances for clearing their land, The ameunt
allowed is absolutely unattractive, and no
clearing would be carried out to-day if it
wore not for the faet thot settlers arve pro-
viling the clearers engaged on their land
with cvommodities at cheap rates.

Mr. Johuston: And paving 350 per cent.
more than the hank allows

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is true, and it
is wrong that that shoull continwe.  The
bauk is advancing vp to s, mow.

\[r. Johmston: I believe it is 2is

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: I know that a hrother
of mine had a contract and he was allowed
£1. He is one of the best clearers in the

[ASSEMBLY ]

State, but he could not possibly make wages
mainly on account of the high cost of tools
anl commodities.

Mr, Cardiner:
done under 3is,
country,

Mr., O'LOGHLEXN: 1t is impossible to
look at it under that figure, | have the strik-
inggr example of my own brother who, as I
suy, is one of the best clearers in the conntry,
but he conld not make wages out of the 400
acres he took on, with three men working
with Lim.

Ar, Johnston: You eannot get men to take
clearing contracts now, .

AMr, O'LOGHLEN: At any rate I put for-
ward the suggestion that the trustees of the
Agricultural Bank should be instructed to
increase  the amount available to farmers
under this heading.

My, Gardiner: If that is not done, the
farmers will elear the rubbish and leave the
good land.

My, O'LOGTILEN: That is the point I
was coming to. :

The Premier: They cannot clear anything
they like, of ecourse.

AMr. Gardiner: Along the Wongan Iills
Jing, they cleared all the light laud and leit
the good land.

The Prevter: There is some good clearing
done through there. '

AMr. O'LOGHTEX: At any rate, you will
not get the best clearing done nnder present
conditions. To-day the clearer who goes to
the store to purchase his equipment, finds
that his implements c¢ost Lim three times as
mueh as in 1914, It is an impossible pro-
position to get good country cleared with
the advances made by the bank to-day.

The Premicr: There are not the men to
do it cither,

Alr. O'LOGHLEN: T think there are the
tien, but the attraction is not there. T know
dozens of clearers who arc ont on holdings
working beeauvse the settlers are giving them
amounts far in exeess of what the bank
allows, and at the same time giving them
commodities at praetically half cost,

Alr. Gardiner: I wanted a thousand acres
cloared recently and could not get a tender
for it.

The Minister for Mines:
now?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: Tt depends upon the
conditions. T ypresume the rates for the
thousand acres were attractive.

Mr. Gardiner: T called for tenders and
got notie.

Me, O LOGHLEN: There is a searcity of
labour, but that is not to he overcome by
the false poliey pursued hy the Agricuitnual
Rank in not offering a fair ameant for the
work they want done. Tt ean only lead te
one result and that is that clearing opera-
tions will be curtailed and production will
suffer aceardingly. T believe that farming
here contrasts favourably with farming im
ihe Eastern States. provided the seasons are
fairlv good. The seil may not he so uni-

You ecannot get clearing
to-day in decent timber

What about that
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Fform here, but the difference in price more
than compensates and is the attraction for
settlers to vome here, Many of the men who
have gone on the land here have passed be-
yond the pioneering stage.  Great diffienlty
however, is experienced in counection with
the raising of stock and the running of sheep
owing to the scarcity of wire. T think the
Government might well apply themselves to
this partieular problem, for one of the prime
-necesgities of the farmer is a cheap supply
of wire.

AMr. Pickering:
get it?

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: T bolieve that we ean
make it in Australia. 1 understand that a
factery has heen started at Lithgow, and
what they ecan do there, we can do here,
supplemented perhaps by a Government sub-
gidy.

The Minister for Works: You cannot do
that unless you have the plant, material and
skilled labour.

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: The position is that
in Australia they are making wire, hut not
in sufficient quantities. It wounld almost make
one ery when going through the wheat belt
to-day, to sce the hupge tracts of good lanil
where grass is waving 18 inches high and

Where are you going to

going to waste heeause there is no stock to

eat it. This position arizes, of course, be-
cause wire is unprocurable at reagonzble
rates.

Mr. Gardiner:
You cannot buy it.
Mr. Pickering:

ton.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: T realise that, but the
problem is serions enough to attract the
Governments of Australin to undertazke the
manufacture of it.

Mr. Pickering:
tariff?

Mr. O'I.OGHLEX: There is a great
necessity for that commodity, and surely it
is not beyond the States of Anstralia to pro-
duee fenving wire, particularly in view of
what increased produetion would mean, The
country iz not carrying a quarter of the
stock it should, and settlers are heing handi-
eapped all along the line.

Mr. Gardiner: You cannot put up a six
wire fence at less than £60 a wmile,

AMr. Pickering: That is so.

Mr., (VLOGHLEX: I know the position,
and I konow what this drawback means. I
hope that whatever efforts ean be put for-
ward by the Government, in conjunction with
the Federal Government, if necessary, will
be done in order to get over this great diffi-
culty.

Hon. P. Collicr: Yhat abont applying to
the Tmperial Government as well?

Mr. O"LOGHLEN: We have heard the
Premier suggest new railways. T think he is
treading on dangerous ground when he talks
of new railways in Western Australia, par-
tienlarly when we notice that to-night’s
*‘Daily News’’ says that there has been a
loss of a quarter of a million during the last

You cannot pet the wire,

Except at about £70 a

Why mot put up the
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quarter, «ue to the railway mileage which
eXists at present.

The Minister for Mines: It is mot cor-
reet to say that that was the loss for the
Jast quarter.

Mr. Johnston: You
“Daily News™ by now,

The Minister for Works:
Jurs just ecome back, too.

The MMinister for Mines: Tt should be re-
memhered that back pay uader the award
mnounted to £86,000,

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: At any rate I am
showing that these figures are cnormous. One
of the prohlems confronting us is, of course,
payment of the interest and sinking fund,
which is so heavy. The position is difficult
when we remember that the railway system
is s¢ cumbersome and that the country is
grid-ironed with railways, far in advance of
settlement.

The Minister for Mines: No, it is not.

Alr. O'LOGIHLEXN: The Minister knows
well that his Government, when in power,
Parliament, the Dress and everyone were to
blame, heeause we built too many railways.

Me. Johnston: That is not a matter for
hlame: it is something to be prond of.

Mr, O'LOGHLEX: It is a matter of
temporary cmbarrassinent.

Hon. W, (", Augwin: The loss for three
months is £204,000.

The Minister for Jlines: The position is
that the development of the land has not
kept pace with the extension of the rail-
ways.

My, O'LOGHLEN: Quite s0; we gambled
on it, and bad seasons came along and the
Ilimd was not developed as we expected it to
e.

The AMinister for Mires: You would aot
put a helder off if he was doing his best,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There are not too
mauny holders of land in the distriet where
railways are foreshadowed to-day. The
Government have their hands foll without
talking about authorising toe many more
railwvays. The Premier said he could build
orly 100 miles of railway a year.

The Premier: T said not less than 100
miles,

Mr. O TOGHLEN: Where railways are
authorisecdd T hope that a ecomplete tabu-
lated return of the aunalyses of the soils will
be made available, Mr, Mann has been Qe-
voting attention to this work; 1 have met
him in the conniry on several occasions,
but T do not know how the work is pro-
gressing, In Western Australia there are
hundreds of miles of land which is so in-
ferior that it is carrying neither stock nor
people. T helieve that such land is ecapable
of heing utilised for something, and the
Government would he well advised to get
the energies of the whole of the staff of the
Department of Agriculture directed to solv-
ing this problem.

Hon. W. C. Angwin: Instead of that they
have been buying out the old farmers.

should know the

You know who



Mr. OLOGHLEN: Many a man whoe
takes up land sets out upon certain lines
and either throvgh lack of advice, or ob-
stinacy, he produces erops not suited to the
s0il, and years of effort result in failare or
necessitate an alteraton of methods. The
Honorary Minister had to tear up a Gov-
crnment orchard beeause he found that the
die-back bhail attaeked the trees, and that
the soil was not suitable for orchard pur-
poses.

Hon. W, €. Angwin: And the Minister
tor Forests tore up a pine plantation,

My, OLOGHLEX: Yes. ! readily adwmit
that, i all these matters, it is easy to he
wisg after the event.

My, Pickering: The Jinister was not
responsible for the planting of that forest.

The Minister for Mines: The only way to
make pregress iz by having a failure or
two.

My. Q'LOGHLEN:
too many failures,

The Minister for Mianes: Yoeu wmay make
as many analyses of the soil as yon like and
vou will srill have failures.

Mr., O'LOGHLEX: That ix so, hut ex-
perignce might prove that the soil is not
always to blame, At Katanning a couple
of wecks ago we saw the magnificent vine-
vard which was laid down by the late Mr.
Piesse and sheep were being turned into it.

Mr, Pickering: That vineyard produced
some of the best port wine made in Western
Australia,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: With the progress of
the dried fruit industry, it might have been
advisable to continue that vineyard,

The Premier: No,

Mr. O'LOGHLEX: I do not profess to be
a judge of these matters. The late Mr.
Piesse evidently made a mistake, and this
only goes to emphasise that new settlers are
likely to make mistakes unless they are
equipped with the best advice that expert
opinion in the Department of Agriculture
can give them.

The Minister for Works: That vineyard
made rattling good wine; I know that.

Mr. Maley: The Department of Agricul-
ture is full of experts, . i

AMr, OLOGHLEXN: The question is, are
those experts delivering the goods?  Soil
which will grow bush timber and the various
stunted varieties of vegetation such as are
found hetween Perth and Pinjarra should
Le capable of growing something else which
will be of commereial valac.

The Honorary Minister: The man who
Yuvs down the law to-day and comlemns cer:
tain conntry is mad,

AMr. O'LOGRLEXN: Tt is a shame to sec
thar country, in cloge proximity to  the
merropolis and the seaport, well watered anid
[ssessing all the requisite natural convent-
ences and transport faecilities, producing no-
thing—mnot even a kangaroo.

Mr, Troy: Do vyou know
land~ of New Zealand?

A+ O'LOGHLEXN: Xo.

But we o pot want

the idle

gum
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Mr, Troy: If you did vou would
speak as vou ure doing.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Are they valueless?

Mr, Troy: 8o far they are.

AMr. O'LOGHLEN: The fact that they are
not oveupied might show that they are value-
Jess, Lut too many properties are considered
valueless only until experience and the re-
soles of expert investigation prove other-
wise.

The onorary Minister: At one time the
Stirling estate was said to Le valueless.

Mr, O'LOGULEN: 1 am asking that in-
vestigations he made to nscertain whether
this land is valuable, This is the right
poliey, particularly when our railway metals
ave rauning through mueh of this land, The
Prewier hias mentioned dairying iu connec-
fion with the South-West. The fact is that
dairying has not made progress in the South-
West, It iy making rapid strides in the
eustern agricnltural districts during certain
periods of the year, but in a month or two
the temperatnres will be too high and the
cream  supplies will fall off. During the
spring time cows will give prolific yields in
almost any part of the State where the fod-
der is available. (e district which T con-
sider lends itself to dairying is the Gerald-
ton distriet. Doring a visit a few weeks
ago, we saw horned cattle almost covered in
the wealth of lupin grass,

Mr. Gardiner: The Dongarra Flat is a
suitable part,

Me, O'LOGHLEN: T was impressed with
the great quantity of fodder and I wendered
why it eguld not be conserved by means of
the silo system. I have since learncd that
this grass does not lend itself well to sile

not

treatment, but that it is very suitable
for fattening stock when in its dry
state. Another distriet which should lend

itself to dairying is Greenough., Tn the
South-West, however, dairving is not making
rapid strides beeause the oeeupation is not
attractive.

The Premier: Because the people are not
there,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN : People are disinelined
to engage in an industry whieh ties them up
for seven days in the weck. Tt is a rather
unpleasant occupation, too——

The Premier: No, it is not,

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: And many people con-
sider that there are hetter openings in other
industries. Tn Vietoria dairying did not be-
come estahlished until Victoria was broken
and  poverty stricken, in fact, practicaliy
down and ont. That was when the dairving
ipdustry in Vietoria hegan to blossom. Tn
our Bouth-West the industry has not gone
ahead, and is not likely to.

The Minister for Mines: That is no argu-
ment. A man gets his price and sells ont
Is nroperty.

Mr. O TOGHLEN: T left my native State
because life there beeame harler and the
same thing applied te many of the Eastern
States at that time, The dairyving industry
in the north of New South Wales and in Vie-
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toria bas made rapid headway.
well established and those engaged in it are,
comparatively speaking, well off.

Mr. Gardiner: In Orroroo. the driest dis-
trigt in South Australia, more dairying is

being  carriel on  than elsewhere in that
State.
Mr. O’LOGIILEX: Of course there are

seme favoured spots. The difficulty in West-
erit Australia iv that the land is pateby. 1t
i~ impossible to get a big streteh of land of
wniform  qualify, Take the land hetween
Perth and Bunbury, In the Benger distriet
tiere is good country and there is good Iand
at larvey, Wuroona, and Hamel, but the
rest of it is not of good quality and is earry-
ing very few people, and T, as a South-Wes
member, admit it. People whe take up such
land cannot expect to suceeed. 1 believe that
profituble use will be found fur such land.
Seience is advancing and experts are every
day giving ns cye-openers with regard to
what is possible in various direetions, and [
feel confident that something will be done
with this poerer laud, though perhaps not for
a year or two but we must hiteh our wagon
to that =tar., Some of the areas in the South-
West should be acquired. T c¢onsider that the
Fouracre estate should be purchased by the
Government, or that the trustees should be
compelled to put it into occupation. Pinjarra
should be carrying ten times its present

population. The river bawks contain rich
fertile soil but it is held by about three
settlers.

Mr. Teesdale: Tied up?

Mr. O'LOGIILEN: Yes. And the Govern-
ment will not impose taxation on the unim-
proved valie in order to foree it into use.
Something should be done, but it will not be
done because the owners of it are members
of the primary producers’ organisation which
controls the Government, The primary pro-
doeers will not support taxation of that de-
seription. Some of their members did sup-
pert it, hut after discossion at the recent con-
terence the proposal was thrown out, There-
fore, the three families at Pinjarra will re-
main in undisputed possession of some of the
most fertile and bhest watered land of the
State until the erack of <doom, or untd an-
ather Government come into power and force
them to utilise it, sell it, or otherwise make
it available. A man possessed of means came
from the North-West and took up land in-
ferior to the land of whiech 1 have just
spoken.  His is one of the finest properties
that can be seen in a day’s travel. He has
spent money to develop and improve this in-
ferior land, while other people are holding
fortile land on the banks of the Murray River
in idleness.

Mr. Maley: Tt will not pay interest on the
capital invested.

Mr. O'LOGTILEN: Not for a time. Some
of the land is inferior to land three miles
away. whieh land is in the vieinity of Pin-
jarra and should e a hive of industry. but
whieh te-day is only grazing a few sheep.
The Pamma distriet shoukl he a2 hig dairy-

Jt is now.
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ing centre. All the natural fdcilities are
present. We have a Government whose mem-
bers hoast about dairying and hutter produe-
tion in a certain district, and yet at the
State hotel in the same district margarine
instead of Lutter is put on the table!

The Ainister for Mines; There is butter in
the margarine.

My O’LOGHLEN: Tt i not butter;
more like candle greuse.

Hou. W. C. Anp;win:
goor stuff,

Mr. O'L()(rHLL\' The hon, member -an
have it for the rest of his life for my part.

Hon., W, !, Angwin: T eat it.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: The general manager
of the State hotels purchases this margarine
at Perth for ts, 6d. a 1h. and semls it to the
hotel in an agricultural district where so
mueh is being said about bntter produdtion.

Tie Minigter for Mines: You know that
applies everywhere,  In the district where
stuff is prodnecd you generally get the worst
quality.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN:
ntiles away.

The Minister for Mines: Go to Mt. Barker,
try to huy apples on the station and see what
you get.

Mr, Maley:
fruits.

The Minister for Works: You cannot deny
that they send plenty of pigs away from that
hotel.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN:
sent awayd

The Minister
I mean.

The Minister for Mines: You must admit
that we have increased our output.

Mr. O'LOGHLEXN: That might be so, »

it is

Margarine is very

Rutter is produced 14

And tey to oy our dried

When was the Minister

for Works: You know what

Nitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr, PICKERING (Suwssex) ([7.30]: It
appears to me that in this debate on the
Lands and Surveys vote greater atress has
been laid upon the question of land settle-
ment than upor anything else. There are
three great essentials to settlement in this
State: one of them is men, another is land,
and the third is the market. To judge from
the remarks of various members, there
appears to be considerable difficulty in get-
ting snitable men. We have to-day had the’
assurance of the Premier, who has alwavs
been n great optimist on the suhjeet, that
there ix even a greater percentage of first-
class country throughout this Siate than
anticipated by him. With repard to the-
nmarket, it must be confessed that our pro-
ducers have been faced with great diffienl-
ties, espeeially during the period of the
war; and this applies more particalarly to
the fruitgrower. The outiook for the fruit-
grower even now is not promising.

The CHATRMAN: T will give the hop,
member as moch latitude as I possibly ean,
but the vote hefore the Chair refers to
Lands and Survevs,
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Mr. PICKERING: The question of dairy-
ing has been extensively dealt with by
other members on this vote. Qur producers
are threatened with the visk of not getting
the market vilue of their produets, which
is essential to land settlement in this State,
In the past there has been great difficulty
in growing potatoes and fruit at a profit,
For the Jast year or twe potatoes have
brought the grower u good price, but this
vear he is threatened with a loss owing to
the sale of inferior manures. TIun the frunit
imdustry disease is threateming.  Again,
owing to the lack of rain, our wheat
production  is  likely to  decrease by
several million huoshels this season. One of
our greatest difficulties in lund settlement
is to attract people to the land; and if the
possibility of getting the fair market
prices of our commodities is removed, one
of the biggest factors of attraction towards
land settlement will bhe destroyed. The
substitution of any other pelicy for that of
allowing the producer to obtain the market
price of hiz product will be detrimental to
the best interesia of the State. A good
deal has heen said to-day about the South-
Weat, The difficulty there, to my mind, has
been the large areas taken up by the earlier
scttlers. I am glad to kmow that the Pre-
mier has referred to the advisableness of
small holdings in this connection.

Mr. O’Loghlen: But he is not threaten-
ing to make the large landholders disgorge.

Mr. PICKERIN®G: The Premier may not
have enuneiated a policy for breaking up
large eatates, but at least I feel sure that
he will not in future adopt a policy favour-
ing excessive holdings, Onue of the things
retarding land seftiement to-day, is the fear
of over-capitalisation, All the essentials
to settlement—wire netting, roofing iron,
building materials, machinery, household
requisites—have pgone to abmormal prices,
which cannot possibly he maintained. It
would be absurd to suppose that the price
of wire will be maintained at £70 per ton.
The member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen)
drew atteation to the possibility of manu-
facturing wire in Australia. At present the
only wire obtainable in Australia, is, I be-
lieve, black wire, which is not galvanised
wire. Tt is to be hoped that a policy of
mannfacturivg wire and other essentials in
Anstralia will not be adepted at the ex-
pense of the primary producer, as is the
general trend of these things. If land settle-
ment 38 to extend, wire, for ong thing, must
be made available at a much lower price
‘than that ruling to-day. ©One reason for
the tardiness of development in the South-
Wegt is that that distriet has not been a
popular part of the State in the eyes of the
Agricultural Bank. When I first went to
the South-West, the only assistan¢e which
the Agricultural Bank wounld render a
settler there was 350 per cent. of their
valoation of his improvements, That faect
deterred the people of the South-West from
participating in the benefits of the Agri-
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cidtural Bank, The one thing that stands
out pre-emjnently in favour of the South-
West s against any other portion of the
State, i that sonth-western develojmient
has hreen gecomplished without any assist-
anee whatever fram the Agrieultural Bank
or the Industries Assistance Board. When
the boom in the wheat areas was on, the
whole of the attention of the Agricultural
Bank was diverted to those aveas; perhaps
naturally, seeing that development there
wys cheaper. At that time it was ex-
tremely didienlt for south-weslery proposi-
tions to find aceeptance at the hands of the
Agrieultural Lank. What was the conse-
quence? The wheat disiricts were developed
at an ¢normous rate, and very large areas
were c¢leared there.  One es-ential to sue-
censful  dairying in  the South-West is
¢leared areas of improved lands. Much of
the trouble with south-western dairying is
due tn the fact that the c¢nttle there are
vempelled to run on bush country, Dairy-
ing would not amount to much in the east-
ern distriets if the land there were not
cleared. Yet the Government, instead of
offering the greatest pessible inducement
te the south-western people to clear theiz
lands by allowing a fair advance through
the Agricultural Bank against such work,
have put every obstacle in the way. The
Government rush into wild schemes in the
wheat areas, such as the development of
wodgil country: hut as regards the South-
West the Agricultural Bank have upposed
its development, and opposed it consist-
ently. Just comsider the cost of clearing
in the South-West as compared with the
cost in the wheat arveas. The tember for
Frrrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) took a deep in-
terest in the elearing of the wheat areas.

Mr. O’Loghlen: You give your attention
to everything that is brought up in the
House.

Mr, PICKERING: Why should I not?
Whereas in the wheat ureas clearing costs
at the outside 30s. an acre, the average cost
in the Sonth-West would be €5 or £6 per
acre. When contumely js cast upon the
Scuth-Weat hecause of the slowness of its
development, it is up to me to show how
that district has been kept back., I remem-
her the present Premier coming to Bussel-
ton many vears ago and telling ns how we
xhould clear the Jand.

Mr. O’Loghlen: He sbowed bis faith in
the South-West by taking up a block there.

Mr. PICKERING: TYes, and not develop-
ing it. When the tour to the South-West
eventuates, I shall be able {o show hon. mem-
bers varions properties in my district and in
the Nelson electorate, which will open their
eves to a muneh wider extent than they were
openc<l in the wheat areas, Whilst in ron-
sequence of the larpe areas cleared in the
wheat belt dairying has advanced there and
¢an be carried on profitably during part of
the vear. T maintain that if the same pes-
sibilities had been offered to the South-West,
dairying would have preatly advaneed there,
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aud this would pertain throughout the year.
The south-western dairying industry  would
not be an intermittent producer.

The Premier. The South-West is the but-
ter eountry, no doubt.

Mr. PICKERING:  Yes. With the ad-
vent of the milking machine, one of the
greatest Qifficelties of the dairving indus-

try, namely, the tedious labour invelved in
it, has heen lavgely overcome.

The CTTATRMAN: T fail to see any an-
Moy hetween  milking  machines and the
vote hefore the Chair, [ must ask the hon.
member to confine himself to the vote hefore
the Chair,

Me, PICKERING: The lamis of this
State in themselves are of no value, and un-
less we are permitted to refer te the indns-
tites  which  will enable our lands to be
developed, it is useless to speak on this vote.
It vou, Sir, are going to curb me——

The CHATRMAN: T shall eertainly do so
if the hon. member transgresses the rules. The
hon, memhor must confine himself to the vote
before the Clair,

Mr., PICKERIXG: Other members have
heen aillowed a wider range in diseussing this
vote,

Mr, Hudson: That.is a reflection on the
Chair.
Mr. PICKERTNG: Perhaps T may be per-

mitted to make some reference to the neces-
sity for the establishment of experimental
farms throughout the South-West. " Tt is most
egsential in the new ecountry that has been
diseovered that experiments should he made
befgre incxperienced farmers are  plaeed
there. The member for Forrest in dealing
with that aspeet of the question said i1t was
most desirable that the right crops should he
grown in the right place.

Hon. P. Collier: And by the right people.

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is important that
the proper use to which the land can he
put shoull be ascertained as soen as pessible,
so that inexperieneed people may net waste
time in endeavouring to produee crops that
are not suited to the locality. T congratulate
the Premier on the steps he has taken with
regard to the elassifieation of the country,
and more especially in regard to the pastoral
lands of the North-West. We have heard the
member for Rochonrne say something abont
the land being tied up in the Sounth-West,
but if we ean place any relianee upon the
remarks of hon. members opposite as to the
conditirns of the North-West, then the need
for readjustment is greater in the latter. T
trust the classification will be marde available
az soan as possihle, and that an adjustment
will be made in aceordance with it. To enable
the Sonth-West to produee all that it is eap-
ahle of producing, it is necessary that one or
two rajlways shall be bhuilt. TFor instance,

the railway from DBusselton to Margaret
River should be undertaken as soon as pos-
sible.

Hon. T. Walker: What about the Fsper-

anre railwax?

1273

Mr, PICKERING: 7 shall be glad to sre
the report of the classifiers of the land along-
sifle existing railways, and it will he satis-
factory to know Ehat the Goverament have
decided to make it available as early as pos-
sible.  This work wa< undertaken when Sir
Heury Lefroy was Premier, but hon. mem-
bers are no wiser to-darv in connection with
the resnlt of that elassification. T trust that
when the work of elassification i= complieted
the House will receive the report, so that hon.
members may get an idea of what land we
do actualiy possess. T consider that hefore
the Estimater of the Lands Department are
considered, we should have hefore us the re-
port of the Landa and Surveys Nepartment.
I do not know why it is that this has net
been made available up to date. Tt is of
great assistonee to members and its distri-
bution would enable them to better judge
the work that is heing carried out by the de-
partment. T hope that when the land is
classified in future, fair prices will be put on
it, and that we qhall not afterwards be faced
\vith the diflieulty of having to reduec prices,
as was dounc some years ago ih conncction
with the poison and wodgil lands. T hope
that the classification will be on sound lines.
T have discussed the vavious aspeets of this
question, but I eannot conclude withont ex-
pressing the hope that the Premier will see
that the scope of the Agricultural Bank is
extended so that it.can be made to apply
to the South-West,

Hon. T. Walker. And Esperance.

Mr. PICKERING: With the assistance of
the Agricultural Bank the Sonth-West should
become a great dairying centre. I regret to
say that it is the habit of members repre-
senting the wheat arcas to ﬂecr\ the South-
West,

Hon. T. Walker: Thai is not correet..

Mr. PICKERING: Tt is correct. These
comparisons are invidious. T take a great
interest in the development of the wheat
areas, and T will do all T possibly can to
asgist that development. 1 have never made a
statement which can be regarded as detri-
mental to the whent areas or in faet any
other areas. 'The South-West descrves the
utmost sympathy of hon. members and T trust
that in the future that will be extended to it
to the same regree as the members of the
South-West are prepared to extend sympntln
to the other parts of the State.

Hon, W, ", ANGWIN (North-East Fre-
mantle) [7.50): The Premier should veport
progress until moemhers are presented  with
the veparts of the departments which are
under diseussion,  These departments con-
trol approximately seven millions of meney.
The Agriculturnl Bank itsclf can aecomnt
for three wmillions, and for itwo years Tar-
liament has not had areport from that in-
stitntion. How docs the Premier think that
sharcholders of a bankibz mstitution would
feel if their directors neglected to present
a report for two years? Tt is about time
that the departments recognised that they
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are responsible to Parliament for the ex-
penditure of public fonds and that Parlia-
ment is responsible to the people. Mot only
is the Agricultural Bank at fault in this dir-
ection but the Industries Assistance Board,
which is responsible for the expenditure of
another million and a half, has alse neglected
te send in a report. 1t is true that there
was a report from the board last year, but
none has come to hand this year., In my
opinion hon. members are doing an injustice
to the country by considering these Estimates
without having hefore them the reports of
the departments.

Mr. Harrison: Where do vou get the mil-
Yion and a half from?

Hon. W, €, ANGWIN: That is money
loaned. The hoard have power to advance
the money of the State, and it is due to the
board to present a report ammmally to Par-
Hament,

Hon, P, Collier: We have not had Publie
Accounts yet.

Hop. W. C. ANGWIN: There is nothing
to show us what is being done with the
State’s funds. It is wrong for members to
discnss the expenditure of money without
having the reports of the departments before
them. e are doing wrong in passing the
Estimates until full information is given to
the House by the various departments as to
how they are dealing with the money voted
to them. It seems to me we are getting very
loose in our wethods, It is no wonder that
some anxiety is being felt throughout the
State in regard to the finances, We come
here year after year and discuss the expehdi-
ture of money withont knowing how the
departments which are entrusted with the
funds are actoally handling thoese funds. Pro-
bably those departments consider that as we
have bhecome so loose in onr methods they
toe are justified in following our example.
I trust the Premier will agree to postpone
the further consideration of these Estimates
until the reports are presented to us.

Hon. T. Walker: We might postpone them
for 12 meonths,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: We ghould cer-
tainly have the report of the Agricultural
Bank every year. If the departments were
given to understand that the Estimates would
not be put through wntil the reports were pre-
sented, they would make an endeavour to
get the reports issued in time., The question
is uot one that we ean pass over lightly. 1
have looked up the records bhut have failed
to find any trace of a report of the Agri-
enltural Bank having been preseénted to Par-
liament for two yvears. There was a report
in 1918, We are proceeding on wrong lines,
and I trost the Premier will realise the posi-
tion and see that the reports are made avail-
able.

Mr. MALEY (Greenough) [7.58): I pro-
pose to be brief in discnssing the Estimates
of the Lands Department, but I desire to
emphasise the point made by the member
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for Forrest in regard to the advances of tne
Apricultural Bank heing altogether inade-
quate,

Heon, W, C, Angwin: Are they advancing
anything at all? We do not know; we liave
not had any report from them,

Mr. MALEY: I cordially agree with the
hon. member in his desire to see that the
reports of departments are presented to Par-
linment regularly each year and hefore the
Estimates are diseussed. 'The Agricultural
Bank maintain that the cost of clearing land
to-day is no higher than it has Deen at any
time in the past four years. If the question
is brought up before the officers of the bank
they say that if an increase of 2s. 6. or 3=
an acre is given in one district a ery comes
immediately from another distriet for the
same rate there., The rate, however, should
he snhstantially inereased. The maximum rate
nllowed at the present time is 30s. an acve,
but farmers outside the Agrienltural Bank
cinnot get the same class of land cleared
for less than £2 or £2 10s. an acre. Tt was
only this morning that I arranged a depura-
tion to interview the manager of the
bank eon this question. T sincerely hope
the Premier will take note of what
is  being said here to-might, and lib-
eralise the advance in this  dircction,
1 suppose that on this projected tour of the
South-West the Premier will have the usual
assistance of the ‘‘Weat Awnstralian’’ in
spreading < broadeast the impressions that
will be gained by these members who will
aseccompany him. Only a few weeks ago the
Premier went out to the Lake Grace distriet,
and ‘‘Politicna’’ of the ‘' West Aunstralian’’
subsequently spread himself over two or tlires
columns deseribing how the Premier had dis-
covered a new province. It is very pleasing
to know that these new provinces are heing
discovered, for it gives ms hope that, after
all, we shall be able to accommodate the
promised 12,000 immigrants per annum and
Jrovide them with suitable land, Yet all the
reports we have here upon the land question,
particularly that of the Royal Commission
on Agrieunlture, show that there ig but a dis-
appointingly small area of first-class land
still unalienated.

Hon. P, Collier: But the Premier dis-
covered in one week-end what the Royal
Commisgion could not diseover in 12 months,

Mr. MALEY: TYet that Royal Commnis-
sion made an extensive tour of the South-
West, The point of their report was that
the area of land still available was very
small.

Hou. P. Collier:

Alr. MALEY:

But they did not know.

Not so long ago we had a
Parliamentary expedition to the Victoria
distriet. Unfortunately it was unaccom-
panied by the Premier or by anybody from
the staff of the ‘“West Australian’’ to give
the district a boost. TYet the Premier asn-
not go a week-end run to the eastern wheat
belt but the potentialities of the district are
proclaimed from the house-tops.
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The Minister for Mines: You do not ob-
Jeet to the State heing advertised, do you?

My, MALEY: Xp, bat I want just as
ich publieity for my own district.

Hon. P. Collier: What he objects to is
that his Qistriet pot no advertisement when
you went up there,

The Minister for Mines:
own fault,
publicity.

Mr, MALEY: I will not say mueh ahout
that trip, because it is a very sore point
with the Minister,

The Minister for Mines:

That was his
He¢ made no arrangements for

Yet 1 went to

the Murchison, among wmy opponents, and
they all treated me very decently.
Mr., MALEY: Was not the inister

treated devently in my district?

The Minister for Mines: I do not know,
I remember that we were accommodated in
a tin shanty where a deputation took two
hours in which to say nothing.

AMr. MALEY: T am sorry that the mem-
ber for Geraldton has already spoken, or he
wmight effectively reply to the AMlinister.

Mr, Willcock: I do not take him seri-
osly,

Mr. MALEY: However I mn quite sure
the hon. member did all that could possibly
be done to render the Minister comfortable
on his tour. The member for Sussex (JMr.
Pickering) is, 1 think, a little thin-skinned
and apt to take offence at what is mere
badinage. We all dedive to see every por-
tion of the State o ahead. Noue will be
miore pleased than the members representing
the wheat belt to see the South-West conme
into its own.

The Minisfer for Mines: Tt will not, like
ain eclipse of the eon, go ahead without
aid,

Mr. ATALEY: T wish to strongly em-
phasise the point made hy the member for
Forrest, namely that it _is necessary the
Apricultural Bank should revise its poliey
in regard to advancing agalnst clearing.

Mr. TROY (Mt. Magnet) [S.5]: T pro-
pose to eriticise the administration of the
Lands and Sorvexvs Department controlled
by the Premier. X good deal has Dbeen
said in regard to the developmient of land
settloment on sound lines. In my opinion
the policy now adopted is not based on sonnd
practical lines. The Premier referred to the
wheat belt and to the necessity for develop-
ing the South-West, One of his proposals is
to build a costly railway line from Bridge-
town to Denmark, to open up an area of
land for settlement, That is one of the aids
to agricultural development which the Pre-
mier regards as practieal. I do not say that
it is not a practical aid, but I say that other
things ate required before that work is neces-
sary. T have had occasiqn recently to eall
at the Tands Department in an endeavour to
secure agrieultural land for certain people
in my electorate who are anxions to get away
from mining and take wp agriculture. T
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wanted land along existing railways, but I
was informel by the department that no
surh Jand was available, that all the land
was taken up and that thare wis no room
for further settlement.

The Premier; Where is that?

Me. TROY: Along existing railways.
That land may be tuken up, Lut I am con-
vinced that murh of it is not being put to
any practical wse. [ have noticed along the
Wongan Hills railway a large area of pgood
land which has no development whatever on
it. I wouder whether the Premier is cog-
nisant of that? The line was built seven
vears ago, yet two-thirds of the Jand along
that line is not heing utilised. Whilst the
peeple of the country are groaning under the
lieavy burden of increased railway charges,
ancd even the farmers themselves are saddled
with those increased rates, the Lands De-
partment, presided over by the Premier, al-
lows sueh a large aren of land to remain un-
utilised. [ want te know what the Premier
is going to do about it. Are we going to
continue to huild vailways and allow the ad-
javent lands to be held unimproved? It is
a foolish policy which results in the people
being  burdened with heavy charges over
long lengths of railway while the land
aldjneent to the railway is not heing put to
any practical use. T eannot iinagine a Gov-
ernment having the interests of the State at
heart, overlooking this, and 1 cannot imagine
a Minister claiming that bis js the credit
for the ilevelopment of the land, allowing
that policy to continue. Tt is a perfect sean-
dal, that along existing railways such as 1
have menttoned, there are large tracts of
available lamd not heing put to any use. If
existing holders of the land are not prepared
to use it, it is wp to the department to for-
feit it and allow others to improve jt. T am
opposed to the building of the proposed line
from Bridgetown to Denmark because it is
not a praetiral proposition to-day. If the
South-West is capable of all that has bheen
clnimed for it, why has its devclopment been
so tardy? We understand that the first set-
tlement in the State took place at Augusia
and afterwards extended to DBuosselton and
Bunbury., I{ the land of the South-West is
«o valuable, how comes it that after 70 years
the South-West is the most wnprogressive
portion of the State? Before we build a
vostly line down there the Premicr ought to
introllure some policy by whieh the land
along existing railways shall be properly
scttled. A few years ago T had occasion to
travel very considerably in the South-West.
What struck me was that the people of the
South-West had too much land. At Bruns.
wick and along the line from TPerth to Bun-
bury the land, instead of producing good
succulent grasses and cereals and carrying
large numhers of stock, is producing coarse
native grasses of no use whatever for stock.
One family had 3,000 acres of coarse grasses
good for nothing but kangarcos.

Mz, Pickering: TYou cannot blame the
settlers, becanse the Government foreed that
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1olicy on them; they encouraged men to
take up too much land.

Mr. TROY: Then in the interests of the
settler he ought to get rid of if. The only
way to advance the South-West is to reduce
the areas held and encourage a better class
of cultivation. 1 entirely disagree with the
policy which proposes to huild more railways
under the same old system, and on the same
old principle. Tt that is all the premieris cap-
able of, he is not capable of much. 1f the
member for Sossex would speak his mind, he
would agree with what I say. The settlers
down there will never do any good while they
are content to hold such large areas anl put
them to but little use.

Mr. O'Loghlen: The same thing applies to
the people along the Wongan HHills line.

Mr, TROY: While they are content to graze
a few cows on poor land and make a happy-
go-lucky business of it thex will never utilise
their country properly. T saw the same thing in
my youth. There were people who held large
areas of land and made no use of it. They
carried a few head of stock and put in a
few aeres of crop, and were always in debt
and complaining about bad times. XNow,
or a tenth of the land, big families are
reared and they make a fine living and puot
money into the bank. [ admit that in the
wheat areas it is essential to-tay that a man
should have not less than 1,000 aecres,

The Premier: Yes.

Mr. TROY: He onght to have that in
order to carry cnough stock to stand hy him
when the seasons may be a failure in respeet
to coereal erops. The time is coming there
also when the areas will he smaller, and a
man will make as good a living on 800 acres
as he does on 1,000 to-day, We are dealing
with the conditions as they exist at present.
Most settlers in the wheat arens are utilising
land or rapidly bringing it into use, whitch
previously was lyving idle. When that is done
no doeubt the arcag will he split up hetween
their respective families.

Mr. Willeack: A man with 2,000 acres to-
day is only using about 200,

Mr. TROY: Quite correet. During the
time when the member for Moore (Sir H. B.
Lefrov) was Premier the CGovernor’s Speech
referred to the faet that large areas of lamd
had heen taken up, approximating about
300,000 acres in one year. We were asked to
helieve that this showed a  vigoron: lawml
scttlement policy. Tt showed no such thing,
The same conditions largely apply to-day,
T'nder the amending Tant Act passed a few
years age provision was made that people
could take up grazing leases up to 5,000
acres, and that they would he ex-
empt from rent for five years. The
resnlt is  that unumbers of people who
were land hungry have wmopped up these
areas of second and third elass land. They
are not paying any rent upon them and do
not propose to utilise them. They are merely
holding these areas for speenlative purposes.
T know of one settler who has a block of land
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in the wheat belt: in fact he las two Llocks.
He has altogether too much land. He has a
neighbour with a block of YU acres, and vet
he is running a line around his neighbour ‘s
block, taking up all the sccond class land uo
that the neighbour camnot wet it. He will
never do anything with it, When the leuwe
lapses he will abandon it, unless he sells it in
the meantime, He has taken it up merely in
the hope of selling or some day acquiring his
neighbour s property, hecanse at the time he
took it up the neighbour was in bad circum-
stunces,  That is not legitimate settlement.
Whilst this vonvession on grazing leases with
a five years”™ exemption from rent is a valu-
able thing in some cases, it is greatly abuseil
in some of the wheat areas. T onee had an idea
that L cught to have more country. I have
now rome to the eonclusion that if T can
utilise all my land and clear it, and make
the poor land suitable for the growing
of wats, T will carry three times as
much stoek on 1,000 aeres as T would on
10,000 acres of undeveloped land.  That
policy is not being pursued and the Lands
Department is net insisting wpon it, or en-
couraging it, The other cvening the sul-

jeet of the resumption of pastoral leases
o the Murchizon was  diseossed,  and
1 regret T was net present  on  that
ceeasion, T claim  the privilege of  dis-

cussing the matter on these Estimares, with-
aut referriug to the speeches that were made.
1 have alwavs held that where the State is
spending money on the huilding of railwaysz
it ~houll follow up the prineiple by making
the land atong the railways carry as lavge n
population &< possible, T regret that the
motion moved hy the member for Geraldton
(Mr. Willeork) was defeated a few nights
agao,  After reading the speeches of hon.
members, who ilealt with this matter, I feel
sotpowhat disappointed. One or two members
alvovated the proposition and voted against
it, aml others were not possessed of the
knowledge they shonld have had befare vot-
ing. [ helieve it war said that 300,000 aeres
af land are required on the Murchizon be-
fore a man can make a living, The member
for Snssex {Mr. Pickering) =aid a seftler
there required 15,000 sheep.

Mr. Pickering: That i«
200,000 avres.

AMr, TROY: If Western Australia is to he
developed on these lines, God help us so far
as population is concernedl.

Mr. Pickering: Do you not think a maun
wonld do well on this?

AMr. TROY: Yes, but the State would o
badly and the railways would not pay. I
de not liold that the Murehison is cither
poor or rich country. Tt is good pastoral
conptry, capable of carrying 20 times the
population on it to-day,

Mr. Pickering: What about the rainfall?

Alr, TROY: The rainfall is not great, but
it is sunfficient to make that provinece one nf
the richest and most profitable in the State.
The country on the Murchison would earry,

-

carreet,  and
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even with the small raintail, nearly 20 times
the praducing popnlation that it earries to-
day. I have been informed that the Premier
raise:d the olijection that those people who
live on small arcas would not survive a bail
seasun,  There are people living on small
arens who have Jdone o, and not on picked
areas cither as has been sald. They are areas
that have been left by the earlicr settlers,
who would not hate them because the lani
was not gooil cnough.

The Premier:
open, too.

Mr. TROY: That is not an indication that
the lund is good. The department do not
usnally reserve good land, Some of the re-
serves made aronnd the township as com-
monages contain land that is very stony and
anriferons.  Roueh land is not good pastoral
eountry.

Reserves have Dbeen thrown

The Premier: There are good patehes in
it. :
Mr. TROY: There were oue or two good
patehes.  The commonage around Yalgoo is
e of the hest pieces of land in the State
ami comprises ahout 18,000 acres, which
would keep a2 man and his family in comfort.
The  other commonages are. in auriferous
rrigs where the land is not as gool as
in other districts.  Most of the comntry now
being held by simall settlers is country which
the early seltlers would not take up for the
reuson that 1 have stated. Those men who
Lave taken it up have had to do so Dbecanse
they could not wet lund elsewhere. We are told
by the Premier that the people who have
taken wp land are making the best use of it,
The Premicr: T said what they were doing,
and gave the number of sheep amd improve-
wients,

Mr. TROY: They are making poor use
of it. My atteation has heen direceted to an
d1ea of 16(H0D4E aeres, which I believe is the
finest pastoral country on the Murchison. It
was owued by the late Mr. Pearse, and lics
near Yowergabbie station. The plaee I re-
fer to is uot utilised. There iz no stock
arazing on it ol the fences are down, and
yet the land is held although hundreds of
people are  wanting it. At  Yowergabbie
station and parts of the Yalgoo distriet the
roinfall is good, and there are areas of land
in these loealitics which have never heen
ntilised. When T made inquiries at the T.ands
Department as to why these leases should

not be forfeited, T was informed that
there was  a seetion in the Land
Aet under which the improvements on
the adjoining area were held to he

improvements on that area. I give these
facts, becanse it is well that thex should
be taken into consideration when we are
diseussing a2 question of this character.
Whilst that . principle obtains, the Govern-
mens which allow it eannot be con-
agratulated on earrying out a vigorous land
svttlement policy. It is the most incompetent
palicy that could be imagined, The Yower-
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guhbie station is owned by a brother of the
Premier.

The Premter: 1 4lo not know it.

My, TROY: The Premier eannot help it
if his brother dees own it, It will earry
1 or 20 families. [ know the place. It was
taken up in the early davs some 2¢ years
ago by the Watsons, who held it through
drowghts amd good seasons. 1€ people are
willing to take the risk with 40,000 aeres
of this vountry—and T do not think there
would he the slightest risk about it—it
would e a good thing for the country. ¥
am digsappointed that the motion of the
member for Geraldton was not carried, for
I believe the poliey put forward by him
wonld have heen in the best interesis of
Western .Australia.  We shall never make
any progress if we continue on present
lines, The goldfielda’ people and the farm-
ers are burdened with heavy railway rates.
The Commissioner of Railways says he can-
not help it and that it is no use speaking
te him, for there are thousands of miles of
railways built and no settlers to make them
pav. And vet the Government and Parlia-
ment, and those representatives who claim
to be acting on behrlf of the primary pro-
ducers, allow these things to exist whereby
the people are burdened te this great ex-
tent.

Mr, O'Loghlen: T wish
here the other night.

Mr. TROY: T (o not agree with that
policy and have no time for it. T would
not build one mile of railway in this ecoun-
try in the near future, or burden it with any
further liahility in the matter of railway
eonstruction. Until this land along onr exist-
ing railways is utilised to the full, I would
huild no mere railways if T bad my way.

vou had 'heen

Tf the land was utilised, it would bring
in a Iarger revenue to the railways,
and  we could then proceed with the

building of other lmmes and in that way
develop the State. For this veason I have
refused to join the North-West Development
League, T would pof be assoeiated with it.
Tt is the most foolish and ridicnlous husi-
ness T have ever heard of. T do net
doult but what the TPremier weuld be
an  honorary member of that league be-
canse its policy ig such as he himself would
porsue. Here we have a body of men advo-
cating the eonstruction of a railway from
Meekathara to the Kimberleys at a cost of
albout 17 millions,

Hon, W, ¢, Angwin: The Premier would
he in that all right.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Was not the leader of
the Opposition on the committee as well?

Alr, TROY: Tf the leader of the Opposi-
tion adopts that polier, T will desert him
entirely.

Hon. P. Collier: T know nothing about it.

Mr. TROY: That would he a disastrous
proposition for 300,000 peeple to take on.

The Premier: The North and South rail-
way joining up the northern territory will
be a big propnsition as well,
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Mr. TROY. Some of the members
approached me with a view to joining the
league. I informed them that I would not
Join but if they adopted the principle of
breaking up the areas along the existing
railways, I would vote for measares for
further railways.

AMr. Pickering: What about the proposals
we have already passed. Would yon wipe
them out?

Hon, P, Collier: No, not where Bills have
lbeen passed.

Mr, TROY: I am sorry that the motion
moved hy the member for Geraldton (JMr.
Willeock) regarding the resumption of
pastoral leases was not agreed to. Had it
been passed, it would have been an indica-
tion that this country woull be developed
and people having large areas must give
way to population, Tf a resumption of these
pastornl areas is wrong, the repurchase of
the Bowes estate and others which have
heen  purchased, with the resnlt that
single pastoralists have been replaced by
hundreds of settlers, was wrong, If it was
a geod poliev to pursue in those cases,
it should be a good policy in the case sug-
gested by the memher for Geraldton. T re-
member being taken to task by Mr. Wn.
Burges, at Northampton, because I advocated
breaking up these hig estates. As [ pointed
out to him then I did not advocate the break-
ing up of the estates ont of any desire to do
him an injury but merely because the time
had arrived when scttlement must proeeed
and thé land must be more productive. Those
people who had taken up the areas in the
early days undoubtedly ecxperienced trying
times, but they have passed beyowd that stagre
and have reaped their reward, [t was never
suggested that in the resumption of these
areas in order to put them to greater use
the pastoralists should not have heen com-
pensated for their improvements, and I woull
be prepared to allow something for disturb-
ance as well, Tt would be a good thing to
day if we could get 20 families on to hold-
ings which are now held by one man., T can-
not supprort the Government in its present
higgledy-piggledy policy of settling peaple
bere mind settling people there, Dhuildingr 1ail-
ways for them all round the conntry.

Hon. W, C, Angwin:  You helieve in sct-
tling territory discovered now, insteadl of
opening up new territory.

The Premier: You would never have any
new mines in Cornwall if you pursued that
policy.

Hon, W, (. Anpgwin: After centuries of
mining there, they are alwavs finding new
mines.

Mr, TROY: A suggestion was made to-
night by the leader of the (‘ountry party
that timber areaa in the Wheat Belt were
being rapidly destroyeld and the effect of
that would be injurions to the woisture re-
taining possibilities of the soil. We have
made mistakes in the past when we settled
ou the land by not following out a definite
policy. Tt has been customary te eut down
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all the timber and by this means, wind hreaks
have been destroyed which, had these belis
of timber been allowed to remain, would have
kept the prevailing winds from drying up
the fallowed Jand duting the summer ymonths.
Some time age I renad an article dealing with
the wnorthern portions of Africa. It appears
that during the time Rome was Empress of
the worll the corn producing country was
North Africa. 1t was ‘the granary of the
workl at that period, but the people cut dawu
all the timber, with the result that the winds
from the Sahava carried the sand over the
fertile land and utterly destroyed it. That
is what possibly may happen here.

The Premier: There is not enough sand
for that,

My, TROY: I am not s0 sure of that. I -
have a farm and there are about 300,000
acres  of sand around it When the
timber Dbelts are ent down that sand will
drift and this will "happen not only there
but in other portions of the State as well,
I would like to see a provision made in the
Land Act that settlers must leave an area
of timber country on the houndaries to pro-
tect the block from the prevailing winds,
Much has been said regarding the possibility
of dairving in Western Australin.  Western
Anstralia has possibilitics from the stand-
point of dairving, but only if the people
are willing. T da net acquit myself of that
vharge for T am not too willing to engage
in dairving. Those who know what hard
work dairving invelves, ap|weciate all that
it means, and the only way out that 1 can see
is by way of milking by machinery. ~ This
may prove to he the salvation of the in-
dustry so far as Western Australia is con-
cerned. [ agree with the member for For-
rest whe says that Greenongh is the best
dairving heit in the State.

Aly. Pickering:  What area is there?

Mr. TROY: Tt is not a very large area,
but there was a time when Greenough was
not prolucing as much as it is te-day.

AMr, O'Loghlen., It is phenomenal te-day.

AMr. AMaley: There was more dairving
there 30 vyears ago.

Mr. TROY: But there is more feed to-
dav and that is the experience not only
ju that distrivt, but in others as well. The
country is coming more under grass,

AMr, O 'Logllen: What is land at Green-
ough worth?

Me. TROY:
can get for it.

Ay, O'Loghlen: Of course, it is.

Mr. TROYV: The possibilities of the dairy-
ing industry rest with the people themsclves,
and if thev are willing to engage in it, there
is undonbtedly a future before them. The
majority of farmers in this country indulge
in the casier form of wheat and sheep grow-
jng rather than dairying. 1 believe with the
member for Forrest (Mr. O’Loghlen) that
the Government should adept a definite po-
licy in encouraging farmers to safeguard
their own interests by providing summer
fodder. For nine months of the year Green-

1t is worth more than they
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ough is a good dairying proposition with
natural pasture, but for the remaining three
months of the year the farmers must con-
serve their fodder. [ think the Government
might erect experimental silos to show what
can he done,

The Premier; There is no such thing as an
experimental sila.

Mr. TROY: That is quite true; what I

mean  is that hy fthe crection of a silo
in such an  area, it wounld enahle
the Government fo show tarmers what
can he done there. [ read an  article
in  the “‘Anustralasian’’  recently  which
showed that during the good  sexsous
in Vietoria one settler had cemserved in a

pit some hundreds 6f tons of fodder which

otherwise would have heen wasted, That
foresight resulted in  his  being able
to =ave the whole of his stock during

the drenght years. I have read frequently
of the conservation of fodder by this method.
Why on earth do not the Government make
an experiment avd show the setflers in the
drier distpicts what can be done? If they
have no officers capable of doing this work,
why not import one who has the experience
and can show what is possible in this diree-
tion? I do not think the Premier’s optimism
is all that is necessary. A practical policy
iz necessary, anod I do net for one moment

support the poliey which the Premier has
anncunced of building more rallways aml
scattering our small  population over the

State and burlening the people with addi-
tional charges and additional railways. Such
a policy is ridiculous. The first thing which
should be done is to impose 2 stiff tax on the
tand adjacent to railways and force it into
use. I wish to warn the Premier against
adopting a policy which wuas responsible
for so much resentment and which hrought
Tim inte such disrepute, nawely, the raising of
the price of forfeited holdings. There is a
tendeney on the part of the Government to
agnin raise the price of lund.  This poliey
which hald te be vevisad I Parliament
in order to relieve the settlers from  the
injury done by the present Premier when he
wus previously Minister for Lands. - A re-
turned soldier has taken wp a forfeited Dlock
and lhas been asked to pay 30 per ¢ent. more
than was originally paid for it, and this
after the States has received six years’ rent
for it.

The Premier: I have not heard about that.
The proposal put up in this House and ap-
proved by this 1Touse wonld make land dearer
than T made it.

Mr. TROY: The Government are not jus-
tified in elaiming more for virgin rountry
than was set on the block originally, especi-
ally after receiving six years’ rent. Yet the
Government are charging 50 per cent. more
than the original price for this partirular
hlock. 1 hope the Premier will not increase
the price of these forfeited areas and thus
put on the new settler a hurden which the
old settler thought was too great.

AMr. O'Loghlen: What abaut the proidem
of the poor land?

Mr. TROY: I think the value put on poor
land is too high.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Suppese the Government
gave it away?

Mr. TROY: There js sandplain country
in Western Australia which it would not ay
any man to take up snil fence because witer
i3 unprocurable on it, Its value i~ very
doubtful indeed. L doubt whether it wenld
Lave heen of sofficient value to warrant
feneing when fenmecing material was «cleap.
It is wecessary tov give large areas of that
fand to settlers. 1 waounld lease it to them
on 21 ur 30 yvears® ter at a low rental, nnd
tet them prove it. | would rather take it
upr on Jeasehold than buy it at the price of
+a. G, an acre. The settler taking it up on
a 21 or 30 years® lease would be able to
prove to the Government what the land was
worth, Let it be leased at a pepperrorn
rental. Lt is absurd to ask Jds. Gd. an acre for
sandplain on which water is unprocurible,
as against £1 # thousand  for magnificent
grazing land on the Murchison laving
a hountiful water snpply. On the XNarva
Tarra estate Ss. is heing asked for first vlaxs
grazing land having abundance of water. I
cannot understand the lLands Department,
After classifying a portion of the land on the
Xarra Tarra estate, good prazing country
with ahundanee of water, at 8s. an acre,
there is a settler in my locality who is asked
to pax 11s. i, an acre for a block, 1wo.
thirds of which is sandplain. 1 do not koow
who is responsible for that poliey,

The Premier: Tt is not a wmatter of palicy
but of administration. If it is classified,
the surveyvor fixes the price and rveports mn it.

Mr. TROY: Who is the surveyor?  Whe
reports on it?

The P'remier: There are 31 surveyers.

Mr. TROY: T know one who has fixed that
price. He has some far hetter land himsolf
and ret he cannot make a living on it I
consider that he is not qualificdd to report on
#nd fix the price of lanid. The Premier ~houll
introduce a policy to bring into use this poor
Iand, sueh as sandjain, North of Mingenew
there must he 200,600 acres of sandplain
country available,

AMr. Maley: That is of valne becuuse It is
adjnerent to first elass land,

Mr. TROY: But only that which is ad-
jacent to first class land is of value. (nn
thousand acres adjacent to first class ol
would have some value but the rest wanld
not. [If water were procurable it woull have
some value. 1 hope the Premier will intro-
tduee a policy to bring this land into uss,
Tt he can rest assnred that this land will
not he taken uyp if the present policy of the
Lands Department is continued.

Mr, GRIFFTTHS (York) [38.327: | in-
tend to tonch upon only one aspect of the
land question. T eatirely endorse what the
memher for North-East Fremanotle (Hon.
W. C. Angwin) raid in regarl to the depart-
mental reports. [t is o farce to attempt to
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intellizently consider the Estimates without
having the information emhodied in the re-
vorts hefore us.

Mr. (3'Loghlen:  Postpone the Estimates
untij we get the information.

Me s GRIPFITHS: The member for Sus-
sex {Mr, Pickering) complained of the re-
ferences made by representatives of the wheat
areas to the South-West. T 1o not know
whether there was any renl intention on the
part of members representing the wheat
areas to disparage the South-West. We have
the North-West, the North, the Kimberleys,
the (ireat Southern, the South-West, and the
whent areas, all with merits and adapted for
some  particular purpose, and I think it is
the aim of all members to assist’in every way
possible to bring thase areas into their own.
The wember for MMt Magnet (Mr. Troy)
touched on the question of poor land. This
is a question which appeals to me. He pointed
out that near to him there were large areas
of very poor sandplain, Our light lands pre-
vail in almost endless varicty, and many of
them require special study.  You, Mr, (hair-
man, have made some study of the land in
the north Ongerup district, land which is un-
suitable for wheat growing. Special treat-
ment has been aceorded to that land, and T
helieve some  settlers are making good in
production other than wheat growing. The
member for Greenough (Mr. Maley) pointed
ont that in the report of the Agricultural
Commission disparaging remarks were made
regarding the qualily of our lands, Tt was
said that in eemparison with the Eastern
Btates there i3 more light snil to .levelop
here than there and that the problem of land
scttlement; thercfore, necded tender hand-
ling.  The Premier has revently discovered a
new provinee. We have hefore us a map
showing that portion of the State within
what is termed Brockman's line of rainfall,
which, [ take it, is comparule to Goyder's
line of raiufall in Sonth Aunstraiin. Judging
by this, the PPremier must have iscovered a
new  provinee, becawse this area of land
within the rainfall line is of pretty wide ex-
tent. In the eastern portion of wmy electorate
and in the neighbouring electorates there arve
Iarge areas of second rlass country, snine of
which eun bhe made (o grow pgond crops it
proper methods of cnltivation ave adopted.
When speaking on the agrienltural vote, T
stresse] the matter of light lands beeause T
agree with the member for Greenongh (Mr.
Malev) that while there is a large area of
eonntry not yet alienated. a very great deal
of it i~ of second class quality, Much of this
landd is of vavving quality. Some would not
be worth fencing, as the member for Mt
Magnet said. Bnt on the other hand some
of the land which has been turned down by
the Repatriation Department has in a period
of eight vears averagel over 121: bushels to
the acre, and in two of those vears the erops
were practivally spoilt by rust, while another
year proved almost a faillure owing to
Arnuelit, A settler on one of those arexs hag
aferted certain methods of cultivation aad,
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hy the growing of oats and the rupning of
stock, he has been able to make that second
class serub eountry a payable proposition;
in fact, he is now well on the right side of
things, though he had a very hard battla at
fast. Still, his skill, ingennity, and hard
work have turned the land to good account
and have produced wealth, whereas all round
him are vast areas producing nothing But
useless serub mmd vermin. I trust that the
Premier will do something in the way of e§-
tablishine demonstration farms so that farm-
ers themselves, who know their districts, will
be enlisted in the service of the Govermment
and, if necessary, subsidised to some extent
in order to prove what the lands of these
districts’ ave ecapable of prodncing. In
thi=  way the Government could find out
what the land is really adapted for growing.
Finaully T desire te refer to the guestion of
utilising our seeond class lands. That is a
question of far greater importamee than
hen, memhers perhaps realise. The catimate
of the late Sarveyor General, Mr. Broek-
man, wns that in the wheat area we have
25 million acves within the boupdaries of
rainfall as shown on his map. The Royal
Commission  went intn the matter very
closeiy, and tonk a deal of evidenee regard-
ing it: and they cume to the conclusion that
the aren as set out hy Mr, Brockman was
mactically avcurate. He stated that about
14 milliorn avrees of the area had alrendy
Been alienated, Teaving 11 million acres
vacant. A large proportion of those 11
million aeves, howover, is inferior country,
according to Mr. Breockman,  First class
wheat growing lands not yet alienated are
rapidly becoming scarvce, and therefore our
enornions extent of second class’ ecountry
must be tackled in a proper and systematie
fashion, The Roxal Commission reported
that one of the most urgent fields for in-
vestigation by the Department of Agrieul-
ture waa the matter of soil -analysis, I
wanll add that the department should avail
themselves of the knowledge of the men 1
have refered tu, the men who have made
such a sueeess on the poor scrub country.
With the aid of those men, supplemented
by the investigations of soil vhemists and
other experts of the department, we should
be able te ascertain what the land is good
far, and sa to bring it into the service of
man, There are large areas of wodgil coun-
tre on which considerable sumg have been
vxpended.  Dams have been sunk there,
fenves put up, and dwellings erected. Surely
it will he possible tn find some use for that
vountry, Then there is the morrel country,
purtions  of  which grow very fine crops.
With regard to other portions, the Couwnnig-
sioner for the Wheat Belt thinks that as
the land is worked and developed, it will
come into its own, similarly to lands in the
rajnfall districts. T hope the Premier, in
copsidering the questinn of land settlement
in this State, will take to heart very seri-
ously the problem of tackling the light
tunds, of whirh we have such great stretehes
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varrying pothing to-day. I am satisfied
sueh Tands will eventually vield good ve-
turns, because many men on the outskirts
of those lands have made a success with
sheep and oats and other fodder crops.

Mr. ANGELO (CGascoyne) [9.4]: The
Minister for Lands and Repatriation should
feel very gratified at the small amount of
eriticism which has been heard to-night on
the Estimates of bis important department.
There is o saving that ‘‘silence gives con-
sent.”’ and if that saying is applied to this
flebate the Premier may take it that the
yalicy he has put forward receives the en-
dorsement of this Committee.

Hon, W, . Angwin: What about keeping
back the (departmental reports?

Mr. ANGELO: The Premier is not
responsible for that cirecumstance. There
has been a public service strike. Through-

ont {he State one may now observe a feel-
ing of hopefulness which was not percept-
ible sume time ago. That feeling is due in
a large measure to the Premier’s policy,
and the good work which the hon. gentle-
man is doing seems to he veflected in the
Henerary Minister and the staff of the
Lands Department. The Premier is not a
member of the Primary Producers”™ party.
but T do not think the House contains a
better  Country  member. The Premier
recognises that this State must look to pro-
duction 10 get it ont of its financial em-
bharrassment, and te make Western Austra-
lia one of the most tmportunt States of the
Commonwealth. I have no desire to eriti-
ciae thege Estimates, but I want to give the
Minirter a word of warning as regards our
pastoral leages. T refer to the encroachment
of the rahbits, In the South-West most of
the land is cither frechold or held under
conditional pnrehase; and therefore it is up
to the owner or holder of land in the Routh.
West tn look after his own property, But
the northern pastoral leaseholds belong to
the f'rown, although the arvens may be
leased for some period to the present hold-
e'r. Lventvally the leases will revert to
the Crown, and the ('rown should do its
urmast to protect their valwe. If the rabbits
get 0 hig hold. as T am afraid they will do
unless ¢hecked, then the leases, when they
fall in, will not have 1heir present value
and will not prodnee the present rents.
Three years agoe anyone would have ridi-
euled the idea of a rabbit heing scen on the
Gaseovne River. To-day lads can go out
from (Carnarvon and get a hagful of rabbits
in half a day. T consider it my duty, not
anjy to wmy constitueney but to the State
as a whole, to utter a word of warning tn
the Govetnment in conoectiny  with the
rabhbit invasion.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—Agricultural Bank, Industries Assist-
ance 'Bgard. Soldiers’ Land Settlement,
£58,062:
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Item, Trustees aml Board Member, £479:
Hon, W, C. ANGWIN:
That this item be strack out,

I would have liked also to deal with the
item referring to the General Manager of
the Agricultural Bank; however, the
present General Manager has not beld the
position during the whole of the vear. [
understand that the board of the Agricul-
tural Bank are under the obligation of sub-
mitting an aunual report to Parliament ron-
cerning their transactions., Two years have
gone by since we have reeeived a report
from the Agricultural Bank,

The Premier: .Ave vou sare about that!

[ move—

[Mr, Foley tnok the Chair.)

Hon, W, , ANGWIXN: T have looked up
the Votes and Proceedings for 1918, and
find that they do not record a reperi fromn
the Agricultural Bank. Thinking it possible
that the report might have heen laid on
the Table in typewritten form, [ referred to
the record at the back of the weekly issune
of *‘Hnnsard,’”’ and that vecord makes no
reference to any report from the Agricul
tural Bank, This is a very serions militet.
The Agricullural Bank trustees have nearly
four millien pounds of the people’s money
in their charge. The trustees are respoasible
to Parlinment ns regards that money, nnd
I'arlizmment i3 responsible to  the people.
Therefore it is necessnry that Parliament
should be informed of the transactions of
the trustees. We should know whether the
money plaeed at their disposal has been in-
vested properly or improperly, what bad
dehts have acerued, and generally how the
Agricultural Bank is managed; so that we
in turn may he able to inform our electors,
The controllers of no financinl institution
in the world wonld sit quietly by for two
vears without ealling on those responsible
for the management of the institution to
report om the work they have Jdone. As
members of this Assembly, we cannet atlow
sueh neuleet to vontinne; if we de. we <hall
he wimilarly negligent.  Therefore we have
no option It to pass a vote of censure an
the hoard of the Agricultural Bank for their
failure to present a report during the jast
two vears, The anly means of conveving
that vote of censure is to strike off fhoese
Estimates the fees of the board. If we o
not nmake a protest of that kind, we shalt he
false to the trust reposed in us. The Tre-
mier Al not earey out his duty in presenting
the Fstimates without the reports of the
varions depariments. Tn regard to the Apri-
cultural Bank we do net know what advances
have heen made <uring the past two voare,
or in fact we Ao not know anything of the
work of the department during that periol.

Mr. Pilkington: When was the last report
pPresented?

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Tn 1913. TFor two
or three years it was the practice to present
a typewritten report to the House. This
delay is not fair to membors.
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Mr, Pilkington: It is not even fair to pre-
sent typewritten reports.

Hon, W, (. ANGWIN: We cannot allow
this kind of thing to pass without strong
vomnhient,

The PREMIER: T admit that the reports
sLhoull e here. [ have asked for this par-
ticular report several times.

Hon. P. Collier: The reports will he here
when the Estimates are through.

The PREMIER: I do not think the reports
will have any real bearing on the Estimatoes.
Ar uny rate, if the amomt is struck out, 1t
will have to e paid all the ~ame as provision
for the payment is made by Act of Parlia-
ment. The trustees are not responsible for
the presentation of the report to the House;
that is the duty of the general manager.

Mr. Munsie: Then let us deal with him,
thongh T do not think Le has ocenpied his
provent pusition for two vears.

The PREMIER: 1le has heen fairly Tusy.
Of course there is no intention to suppresy
information.

Mr. Munsie: You are always pretty good
at telling us that, but vou do not give us
the information we want.

The PREMIER: I wonder whetlher hen,
members ever use these reports when they
are presented. Of conrse T agree that the
report should he here,

Mr. Munsie: We will require the Auditor
General's report before we go on with the
Treasury Estimates.

Hon. W. ¢ Anpgwin: Tf yon stop their pay
they will de their work,

The PREMIER: T hope the item will e
he struck out,

Hon, 1. COLLIER: The Premier has
adopteid an unwise attitude in minimisxing the
vithie of departmental reports. He deelares
that it does not matter whether reports arve
mresunted to Parlinment before the elese of
the sessinn or wot. That attitwle ix only eqt-
culated o nake the oflficers who are respon-
sible for the delav even more luckadaisivat
than ever, TIf they get the impression that
we regard the reports as of little valne, and
that very few members tnke notice of tnein
or read them, the officials will he more likely
to take the view that it does not matter
whether the reports are presented or not.
This year there is greater cause for com-
plaint than in any previous year that T ean
remember. Fewer of the departments have
presented] their reports this year than iu any
previous year. We have not the Auditor
General’s report and we have nn  Publiv
Accounts, and this is the first time in my
experience for 15 years when the Esti-
mates have been diseussed withont members
heiny  in possession of Public  Accnunts.
The most important document presentel to
Parliament each vear is the Public Aecounts.
This document has alwavs been presented on
the day on which the Budget is introduced,
but this year we have not got it vet. Those
arehunts contain all the informatien one ean
desire in regard to the expenditnre of public
mopey- during the precedine yesr.  After
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all, the information contained in the KEsti-
mates iz very limited, but the Public Ae-
eounts inform us cach ycar as to the detailed
expendliture of that mouey. Those accounts
are of the vtmost value to members who take
ar interest in the passing of the Jatimates.
Ot course, if the reports of the Qifferent
departments are not presentedl to the House
before the Estimates are considered, it is safe
to say that members do not read them, for
nobody bothers ahout reading a report which
is ont of date.

Mr. Pickering: Who is respousible for the
production of those repoyts?

Hon, P. COLLIER: The permanent heads
oi departments.

Mr. Pickering:
control?

Hun, P. COLLIER: Of course the Minister
i~ really responsihble,

The Premier: But we cannot get the ro-
ports.

Houn, P. COLLTER: T know that the per-
mancat heads say that they are busy, and
that the information cannot be prepared in
time, but | think that is due largely to the
fact that Ministers aeccept those cxplanaions.
It is time the officers responsible were given
to understand by their ministerial heads that
excuses will not be accepted. 1f Ministers
will not take up that attitude towards the
offivers, it is np to this Committee to adopt
that attitude towards Ministers and say that
we refuse to pass the Estimates until the
intormation we are entitled to i» presented to
s~ In aoy ease, no exeuses for the absence
of the reports ave valid at this late stage of
the sesgion: indeed, no-explanation has lieen
offered for the non-appearanee of those re-
ports.  One ¢annot over-emphasise the im-
purtant work performed by the Agrieultural
Bank and the Tndustrics Assistance Board.
It would he idle to say that the annunal re-
port of the department would not contain
mformation of assistance to wembers. The
exrraordinary ceivcumstances of the establish-
went of the Industries .Assistance Board
somr years age provides a  greater reason
why the ommittee shoull keep a elose watch
vy the provecilings of the board. We should
know the results of our launching out, as we
did, in an entirely new sphere of operations.
We should he informeldl as to the total
amount loancd, aml as to the repayments
made. Tt is due to the taxpayers that we
should know the results of the operations of
the Tndostrier Assistance Board, and this
1 think is the projer time at whirh to ask
for that information.

The PREMIER: I can tell hon. members
what the pesition was on the Sth September
last, The net indebtedness of the hoard on
the st Mareh was £633,000,  OfF course,
monev has heen advanced sinee then. The
equity of the board in the Wheat Peol was
£400,000, Of that we shall get £200,000 this

IHas not the Minister any

week. There were 1,981 ordinary settlers
awd 497 soldier settlers under the board.
Han, members know that the advances are

mavle against the erop, but this wheat I speak
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of wag in the pool, the equity of several sea-
sons, The number of settlers under the
board has been greatly reduced. There are
about 1,900 now. A good many of them have
had but very small grants. The Loard has
done magnificent work, and the loss will be
very little. Thia money is not advanced with-
out security, becaure the security is the land.

Hon, W, C. Angwin: No, it is the erops.
The bank has the land.

Hon. P. Collier: The sceurity is really the
season,

The PREMIER: That is so, bnt we have
security over the land also.

Hon. P, Collier: There are the Agricul-
tural Bank liabilities.

The PREMIER: But not to the full value
of the land. ‘There will be very little loss in
connection with the board. Hon. members
need not feel concerned about the amount
outstanding, There has been paid in from
the wheat proceeds £4,173,000. I do not ex-
pect that after this harvest the outstanding
amount will total a very large sum. Of
course, there is a fair amount owing to oug-
side ereditors, some £300,000.

Hon. P. Collier: Ts it proposed to con-
tinve the Industrics Assistance Board inde-
finitely?

The PREMIER: We have not taken on
any new business for a very long time,

Mr, O'Loghlen: Are you taking on new
buginess now?

Mr. Maley: Most of the new soldier set-
tlers are coming under the hoard.

The PREMIER: Yes, there are ahout 500
of them.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: With other members,
T deplore the fact that the departmental re-
ports are not available. Previously it was
customary to have reports showing the whole
of the activities of the Agricultoral Bank,
Later on, owing to adverse seasoms, it was
necessary to inaungurate n new institution
which has been instrumental in keeping on
the land a couple of thousand settlers, the
great majority of whom will make good.
But wg have a right to know from the Pre-
mier what percentage of failures have oe-
curred under the Industrics Assistance Board,
whether the board is to De continued per-
manently as an institution and whether its
operations are to be cxtended to all portions
of the State. The board took on some 2,600
settlers and, of course, there was a fairly
large percentage of failures. T have it from
a member of the Primary Prodneers’ Asso-
ciation that there are men under the board
who should not be assisted any further. He
expressed an unwillingness to publicly slate
men whom he knew and who were perhaps
supporters or even members of his own or-
ganisation. The fact remains that there are
gettlers whe have made a welter of the
Industries Assistance Board and pot as muth
as they possibly ecould out of it, not
thinking that they were ever going to make
good and repay the money advanced to them.
Some of those who to-day are in a favourable
position are regretting that they got so far
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into the hands of the LLA.B. in parlous times.
They arg bewailing the fact that they were
extravagant at a-time when they should have
been economical, &o long as the board exists
and settlers are not seeking to obtain an
unduc advantage from it, they are doing the
right thing in remaining as clients of the
hoard. I know of ome settler who is in eredit
to the extent of £300, and he has no desire
to leave the board. The board saves the
farmers o pood deal in the way of book-
keeping, and the inspectors give them valu-
able advice. ‘Taking it bye and large it has
been a wonderfnl institution., I want a pro-
nouncement from the Premier as to whether
it will be continued permanently.

The Premier: So far as I am concerned
that will be the case.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: Also, will the Pre-
mier extend the operations of the board o
settlers in all parts of the State? Will he
say that no partiality is shown to any par-
ticular locality?

The Premicr: One cannot answer those
guestions in one word.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: In some cases in the
South-West soldier scitlers have taken on a
liability which may prove too heavy for
them, and there will be a percentage of
failures,

The Premier: Of course there will be.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: There is no necessity
for the percentage of failures to be higher
than elsewhere in the State. Will those gol-
diers who have taken on repurchased estates,
or perhaps Crown Jands, be able to ciaim the
game rights as a scttler at Doodlakine or
Merredin to seck assistance from the T.AB.f
Will they he ahle to get a daily wage from
the board as sustenance while they are de-
veloping their blocks, and will they receive
periodical visits and advice from the board’s
inspectors? Will their book-keeping arrange-
ments be looked after by the LLA.B.¥ I would
like the Premier to amswer these questions.
Will the facilities offered by the LA.B. ap-
ply to the Sonth-Wegt. as well as to the east-
ern’ wheat bhelt? If members of the Pro-
ducers’ party do not stand np for the South-
West as they have dome for the wheat belt
they will be lacking in their ‘duty. There is
no settler in the South-Waest, either woldier
or civilian, who is receiving assistance from
the 1.AB. -

The Premier: Oh, yes!

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: That is certainly a
tribute to their enterprise and initiative, but
if this department is to be continued the
people in the country as a whole should re-
ceive the benefit of its operations, and no
part of the State should be left out. The
Premier should postpone the consideration of
these Estimates until the information asked
for by the member for North-East Fremantie
is forthcoming. How would the Premier get
on if, as ehairman of the directors of a bank,
he failed fo bring forward the necessary
facts and figures showing the operations of
the bank for the preceding year? He cannot
justify this laxity on the part of his officials,
Most of our departments have been running
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themselves of late, Ministers having devoted
very little time or attention to them,

The Premier: That is not so.

Mr. O'LOGHLEN: I will call for a re-
turn showing the timg that Ministers have
been absent from the State during the past
12 months.

The Premicr: And the hours that Min-
isters have worked.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: But not in their eity
offices. Ouly two Ministers have been atten-
tive to their departments. The Premier can-
not justify the jact that the information that
we have a right to expect is not forthcom-
ing?

The Premier: I will not attempt to do so.

Mr., O'LOGHLEN: Appareatly the Gov-
ernmient are not prepared to give Parliament
what Parliament has a right to expect.

The Premier: Yes we are.

Mr. O’LOGHLEN: The Government de-
serve to be eensured for their lack of interest
in this and the Mines Department. We are
not taking our business seriously. In view
of the slipshed manncr in which it ig being
trantacted, the sooner this Parliament is
dissolved the better it will be for the State.

The CHAIRMAXN: I notice that in this
division there is no vote, If therg is no vote
there is no item from which any reduction in
the amount proposed can be made. This div-
ision comsists of a number of items amount-
ing to £58,082. This amount, however, is
written off by recoups and transfers, with
the result that the total of £58,062 is not in-
eluded in the sum which the Committee is
asked to vote. Therefore, no question can be
put in connection with it. There is no ques-
tion before the Committee, although a redue-
tion has been.proposed as regards the item
““ Trustees and board member, £479.'' The
question that purported to be before the
Chair is quite irregular, and if put and
passed will have no effect on the sum to be
voted by the Committee. I cannot state a
sum from the Chair, and that being so, I
think it just as well that the matter should
be cleared up. In these circumstanees I de-
clare that the amendment moved by the mem-
ber for North-Bast Fremantle is irregular
and out of order and I ecannot allow it.

Mr. Willeock: Does this ruling mean that
we ;:annot disguss the items under this head-
ing

The CHAIRMAXN: There must be a ques-
tion beiore the Chair. I cannot intelligently
put a total before the Committee from which
no reduction ean be made.

Hon. W. C. Apgwin: Divigion 17 has been
put already by the Chairman (Mr. Stubba).

The CHAIRMAN: But not by me. My
roling is that there is no total from which
any reduction can be made.

Mr. WILLCOCK: In introducing these
Estimates the Premier made no reference to
this particular vote. I asked the Chairman
of Committees {(Mr. Stubbs) if thia vote
wonld be discussed and he replied in the
afimative. Are you, Mr. Foley, going to
close the debate at this stage, after having

[ASSEMBLY.]

given some members latitude, and so pre-
vent others from speaking upon it?

The CHAIRMAN: It is not my intention
or desire to prevent discussion. As Chair-
nian it is my duty to put matters before hon.
members in an intglligent manmer. All the
time the discussion has been pgoing on I bave
been getting together all the information I
conld, and have come to the conclusion that
1 have announced. Hon. members will have
the fullest opportunity of discussing all the
items on the istimates.

Mr. Troy: Since there i3 no vote to be re-
duced, you are probably right in your ruling,
but surely you will nol curry it so far as to
prohibit a discussion on this divisiont

The CHATIRMAN: Not at all, I think it
az well to have this matter cleared uwp. It
would be better not to discuss items if hon.
members have not the power to reduce any
item.

The PREMIER: We always have discussed
this vote, and I welcoma the fullest discus.
sion on the present occasion. Could we not
for the moment deal with the vote, ignoring
the transfera?

Hon, P, Collier: Yes; otherwise all dis-
cussion conld be avoided by simply balancing
the Estimates each year.

Hon. W, C. Angwin: When reports are
held back for two years, the officers respon-
sible are not to be trusted. ‘

The PREMIER: T admit that the reports
should be here. However, there i3 a reason
for last year’s report nol being availabla.
The threec weeka’ dislocation of the publie
service hag meant much more than three
weeks’ dislocation at the Government Print-
ing Office. Some departmental reporte have
been in the printer’s hands for a consider-
able time.

The CHAIRMAN: Not on account of the
wish expressed by the Premier, but for the
benefit of the Committee generally and so as
to give every member an opportunity to dis-
cuss any item, we will take the £58,062 as
representing items under Agriculture Bank,
Industries Asstistance Board, and Soldiers’
Land Settlement. '

Mr. WILLCOCK: I very much regret that
the report of the Industries Assistance Board
ia not available. I have been closely inter-
ested in the working of the board, and the
policy of the board, during the past five or
gix years. When the member for Canning
controlled the board, he expressed the hope
that within two years the board would pass
out of existence.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: Tt has no right 1o
exiat in normal times.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Hon, members will
agree that the Agricultural Bank is quite
capable of dealing with all matters arising
out of land settlement. The financing of
farmers should be done by the bank: that
is one of the purposes for which the imsti-
tution was established. When is some
finality going to be reached regarding divi-
dends to storekeepers who are creditors of
Industries Assistance Board clientst Ia my
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distriet three storekeepers have
bapkrupt, or partially bankrapt, through
the operations of the board. They have been
striving for years to get a dividend out of
the board. Some of the board’s clients are
in eredit, and yet the storvekeepers to whom
they owe moucy are unabie to obtain any
payment whatever. In reply to an important
deputation which waited on him a few weeks
ago, the Premier said that even though
clients of the board might be in credit he
would not put them off the board, since he
was going to retain from their credit an
amgunt of 253, for each acre they intended
to put under cvop next season, whereby they
would again be in debt to the hoard. But
that means keeping private persons out of
money owing to them. It means running
the country with money belonging to store-
keepers. The proper policy would be, as
soon as a client of the board is in credit, to
get rid of his liabilities, whether to the
Government or to storelkeepers or to any-
body else. I strongly objeet to the Govern-
nment in any circumstances retaining monay
that belongs to private individuals, Con-
stitnents of mine are suffering hardship
owing to the action-of the Tndustries Assist-
ance Board.

Mr, Maley: The board merely act
sort of public trustee.

Mr, WILLCOCRK: The board are holding
back money which rightly belongs to the
stovekeepers, who advanced it ycars ago for
the purpose of keeping settlars on the land.
No client of the board who is in credit has
any right to remain on the hoard; or, at all
cvents, any money to his eredit on the books
of the board should be paid to his private
creditors.  When are the Government going
to do anything by way of making a compo-
sition with those creditors? The matter has
been discussed year after year. If the same
action were taken in regard to these un-
secured ecreditors as was taken in regard to
the people doing big business in machinery,
the position would be much better. The
big machinery people were able to get their
debits taken over by the Btate, and they
were paid no less than £42,000 of public
money, though on five years’ terms, I under-
stand, Tt may have been a pgood business
deal for the State, as the Minister for
Works has arpued, but small traders shonld
be afforded the same opportunity as big
business people, to get their debts paid.
From conversations I have had with store-
keepers, T know that they would he pre-
pared to accept a ecomposition of 133. in the
pound withont interest, though the amounts
have been owing for years. Some such ar-
rangement should be made in the interasts
of the board’s clients, and in the interrsts
of the storekeepers, and as a matter of com-
maon justice.

Mr. Pickering: I have heard it suggested
that the storekeepers would take 5s. in the
pound.

Hon. P. Collier: Surely we do not want to
take advantage of their necessities.

become
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Mr, WILLCOCK: Amounts paid to elients
of the hoard for sustenance have been used
to start co-operative stores, so as to down
the business men who supported those clients
for yecars and years hefore the establish-
ment of the Industries Assistance TBoard.
That is an absolute fact, and perfectly well
kuown. T admit that the Industries Assist-
ance Board have done good work, but this
particular aspeet of their operations repre-
sents an absolute scandal, and the biggest
picee of finaneial immorality in the history
of Western Australia.

Mr. Piekering: I thought yvou were in
favour of co-nperation?

My, WILLCOCK: I am in favour of co-
operation when people put their own money
into co-operative concerns. But it is abse-
lute immorality on the part of a farmer
who j& on the Industries Assistance Board,
and who owes money to the storekeeper, to
put the sustenance allowanee which he re-
ceives from the board into a co-operative
store with the object of raining the business
of the man who has stuek to him for years.

The Minister for Works: But that is-only
an assumption,

Mr. WILL(COCK: No; it is an absolute
fact., Do not members of the Country party
kunow of members of co-operative societies
who are clients of the Tndustrics Assistance
Board? Of course they do. T understand
that there are many eases. where the Tndus-
tries Assistance Board farmers are in eredit
and T desire to know what amount is avail-
able for distribution to the merchants this
vear, According to a report regarding a
deputation which waited on the
from the Chamber of Commerce some time
ago, it was suggested that amouants would
be available the following week, That has
been going on cver since and so far as I am
aware no payments have been made yet.
The merchants naturally desire to know
what the position is in order that they may
make arrangements for next year. There
is serious talk of dirvect action being taken
in the direction of stopping credit.

My, Pickering: In what direction?

Mr, WILLCOCK: The Government can
take ervedit for financing the agricultural in-
dustry as much as they like, but we know
that financial institutiong have taken a
great deal of the burden on their shoulders
as well. I kpow of one firm which had
£300,000 out in one vear. Other banks wers
also concerned in these operations,

Mr. Pickering: Do you mean that they
will take direct action against their own
clients?

Mr. WILLCOCK: If the countiry is nof
zoing to give them a fair deal, they will
take this action. Some of these settlers are
in c¢redit on the board’s hooks at the
present time, and yet the Government are
withholding amounts against the area under
cultivation next vear. If these people are
in eredit, why should not their monay be
paid to the merchants and others to whom
thev owr it? It was expected that pay-

Premier -
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ments wouid be made as soon as dividends
on the wheat pool were made available,

[Mr. Stubbs resumed the Chair.]

The Premier: Some of the dividends have
not been made available yet.

Mr. WILLCOCK: When
amounts be made available}

The Premier: I never said they would bhe
made available within a week or two,

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am interested in this
matter because certain people have been
absolutely ruined by the withholding of the
amounts owing to them by Indusiries Board
farmers. Two people are bankrupt and
two other firms have called meetings of
their ereditors. They are likely to be shut
down at any time just beeause the LA.B,
holds these amounts,

The Premicr: That is not a fair siate-
ment.

AMr. WILLCOEK: I have made that state-
ment hefore. The member for Canning (MMr.
Robinson) when he was Minister said that
the ILA.B. would be ¢losed down,

Hon, P. Collier: He had a sane policy re-
garding the IL.AB, and said it was his in-
tention to wind it up as soon as possible.

My, WILLCOCK: Tt is time that the
board was wound up, or if it is to be kept
in existence, any man whose acecount is in
credit on the books of the board shouid
have the amounts owing by him te mer-
chants, paid to them.

The Premier: I suppose you would Hke
these farmers thrown open to bhe attacked
by everyone.

Mr, WILLCOCK: Not at all. The Agri-
eultural Bank is the proper institution fio
do this business.

The Premier: The bank is doing it

Mr. WILLCOCK: Tt is unnecessary to
have two institutions doing the same work.
"Phere is no necessity for the continuanee
of the board from wmy point of view,

The Premier; T am glad you added that.

AMr, O 'Loghlen: The hoard wasg only in-
tended as .an emergency measure.

AMr. WILLCOCK: Tf there had been any
necessity for the board the Government
would not have waited for a drought to
hring it into existenee. Recently tenders
were «ailed for the supplies of super through
the Loard. (Certain firms were asked to ten-
der for supplies to the board and a numher
of them put in ienders. They asked for a
certain amount which meant 9. off the fixed
price for super, and natorally expected to
get the orders.

The Premier: The priee is a fixed one, of
course,

Mr. WILLCOCK: Certain firms said that
they could do it if they got 9s. under the
fixed price. After some time the manager
of the I.AB. said **We will only give 7s.’’

The Premier: I’ll bet yvou he did not. If
he did he had no right to.

Mr. O'Loghlen: Thus the clients of the
board lost 2s. on each ton,

will these
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The Premier: Who told yon that? Tou
may be certain that this matter will be in-
vestignted. You have made this statement,
and spmeone will have to answer Tor it.

Mr. WILLCOCK: I am not in the habit
of making statements that I cannot prove.

The Premier: Will you give me the name
of the man who informed you 3

Mr, WILLCOCK: I will do so privately.

The Premier: I will see what all this
amounts to.

Mr. WILLCOCK: You will see all abeut
it, and know all about it, and I am wonder-
ing whether there is any ulterior motive be-
hind it.

The Minister for
could there bel

Mr. WILLCOCK: That is what I am won-
dering,

The Premier: If anyone rushes to yon
in the street and tells you something, you
believe it. :

Hon. W. €. Angwin: What else can we
do? We have not got the board's report.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T have heen three vears
in Parliament, and I have not been acens-
tome¢l to make careless statements. T do not
make wild and silly assertions.

The Premier: You said that a firm offered
to supply the super at 9s. under the fixed
price, but that an official said that it would
only be Ts.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T said that people who
went to tender were informed by the beard
that if any person ordered super through any
firm, they would acecpt a price at 7s, less
than the fixed price. That is to say, they
were giving the merehants 2s. back.

AMr. Teesdale: That is secret commission,
it it is true.

Mr. WILLCOCK: No, it is not. They
would not aceept 9s. rebate, but they would
allow anyone to aceept 7s. There are about
61,000 tons of super used, and werchants are
handiing this direct; that extra 2s. would
mean ahont £6,000.

The Premier: The T.AB. farmers o not
use the whole of that amount. They only
use a1 portion of it

Mr, WILLCOUK: About a third of the
farmers of the State are on the 1.A.B,

The Premier: No, nothing like it.

Mr., WILLCOCK: Well, say there are
about 25 per cent. then. That means about
15,000 tons, and the 2s. would mean ahout
£1.500.  Akout 75 per cent. of the business
is done by the Westralian Farmers™ Lid. I
do not know if that has anything to do with
if, seeing that the Country party member-
ship is somewhat similar to that of the Wes-
tralian Farmers Ltd,

Hon. P, Collier: And the ¢lients of the
T.AB. comprise the electors whe elect the
(C'ountry party members.

The Premier: This is something put up to
vou by the storekeepers.

Mr. WILLCOCK: T have been talking
akout this for years.

Mr. Pickering: Do you say that they got
£1,500?

Works: What motive
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Mr. WILLCOCK: No, they would gat
about 75 per cent., which woulld mean abont
£1,000,

The Premier: At any rate this is a matter
which must be investigated. If you had re-
garded it as a serious matter, you should not
have waited until to-night.

Mr. WILLCOCK : 1 can assure the Premier
that I did not find out this particular in-
stance until to-day. T have taken the first
opportunity that presented itself to bring the
matter hefore the House. -

The Minister for Works: Your assertion
does not prove anything. '

Mr. WILLCOCUK: 1f 1 am right, or if I
am wrong, ! aceept the responsibility for
the statement which 1 have made.

Hon. P. Collier: And this is the proper
place to make that statement.

Mr. WILLCOUK: These men ean complain
that they could bave got the superphosphate
at 2a. per ton eheaper than the price at which
the board are aecepting it on their behalf, so
that the board are really making a present
of s, per ton to the superphosphate mer-
¢hant, This i3 not the first time that the
Westralian Farmers, Ltd., have received pref-
crential treatment at the hands of this House.

Hon, W, 4% Augwin: They point out in
their ‘'own pamphlet that they got the wheat
scheme through politieal influence,

AMr, WILLCOCK: And half the money
they have reeeived by way of commission on
the wheat has been uwsed to holster up the
losses of their co-operative stores. 1T pro-
tested against them pgetting an extra half
per cent. for their agency of the State Im-
plement Works, T merely mention this to
show the preferentinl treatment that the
Woestralian Farmers, Ltd., have received.

The Minister for Works: But they did not
<arry out their contract.

Mr, WILLOCOCI: They got an offer of an
irereasell  percentage when there was  no
nevessity  for it .

The Minister for Works: T think it wns
good business to offer them that half per
vent,

Mr, WILLCOCK: Anyone working on a
commission of 714 per cent. on wachinery
sales wonld make as many 714 per eents. us
possible, and would not need the inducement
of the cxtra half per cent. The Minister,
however, wnas prepared to give them § per
cent. T should Jike to know the amount of
money which is available for distribution
amongst these merehants and swhen it will be
paill, so that these people may make their
finaneial arrangements aceordingly.  They
have heen told that this money will be paid
every two or three weeks. In the case of
farmers in credit to the board and owing
money te oniside storekeepers and merchants,
the money should be made available at once.

The PREMIER (Hon. J. Mitchell—Xor-
tham) [10.347: T have listened with a good
deal of interest and amusement to the state-
ments made by the member for Geraldton,
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Mr. Willeoek: I am glad I amused you.

The PREMIER: Members will be able to
judge for themselve how far from the real
truth the hon. member has been all aleng
the line. Does the hon. member think we
would or conld hold money of a customer in
eredif with the Industries Assistance Board
and who owed money to outside creditors?
We are merely getting what the law of the
lund says we should get, and the hon. mem-
her himself, 1 daresayr, helped to pass that
law. Por the last four years we have paid
cash for every purchase made, and these men
have been respownsible for three millions of
cash heing paid to the merchants and store-
keepers «during that period, 1t is true that
there were very large sums outstanding when
the Industries Assistance Board came into
operation. The total amount was £600,000,
Some of the¢ merchants have received noth-
ing; some have had a good deal; about one-
half of them have been paid.

ffon. W. C. Angwin: About one-third. You
stated that £392,000 was owing.

The PREMIER: They have had a very
considerable som, and there is another divi-
dend to he paid now, These matters, how-
ever, cannot be adjusted in a minute. There
are something like 6,000 elaims to be ad-
justed.

Mr, Willcock: And the year closed at the
end of March,

The PREMIER: Doubtless the hon. mem-
her thinks that everything should have bheen’
fixed up on the Ist April

Mr., Willeoek: Seven months have elapsed
and it is time someone woke up.

The TREMIER: The board have been
quite as wide awake as the hon. member.

Hon. W. C., Angwin: The board Qo not
appear to have been awake, or we wonld
have reeeived their report.

The PREMIER: I can assure the
member that they have beem awake,

Hon, P. Collier: Members arve awake and
we will remain awake until we get something
from you. .

The PREMIER: There are some other
wheat dividends, too. T am quite aware that
there arc some very hard cases such as the
member for Geraldton has mentioned.

Mr, Willeack: There are fonr cases in
Geraldton of people who have heen ruined hy
the aperations of this board.

The PREMTER: Not by the operations of
the hoard,

Mr. Willeoek: Yes.

Mr, O'Loghlen: The moratorium proteeted
the client against the merchant.

Mr. Willcoek: Tt ruined their-evedit and
they are ahsolutely insolvent.

The PREMTER: Would this moner have
had the effect of saving them? They would
never have got half their money but for
the board.

AMr, Willeock: They wonld have had the
estate to realise on.

The PREMIER: 1 quite agree that the
men who received assistance ought to sup-

hon,
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port thuse who stood by them in the hour
of need. sv long as they could obtain their
supplies at reasonable cost.

Hon, W. C. Angwin: They would he black-
leggring; vou know what Prowse said,

The PREMIER: A good many of then
have stood by the men who stood by them.
I do not say that when they get the cash
they should stick to men who over-charged
them, but they should certainly stick to the
men wiho stood by them. Regarding the dis-
ecount, members know full well that 10s, per
ton, was atlowed by the manufacturers of
superphosphate to those who sold for them
andl they also know low it is that we ge{
9s. a ton of that 10s,

Mr. Willeoek: What are you getting soper-
phosphate for this vear!

The PREMTER: 1 am going to aobtain the
information for whicn the hon. member has
asked.

AMr. Willeoek: T should be glad to have it.

The TREMIER: We received 5s. a ton
discount four years ago, and were mnot al-
lowed to give it to our clients. We were
told that we must not give it to the men who
got the snperphosphate, but that it must go
to the working expenses of the department.

Hon, P, Collier: Do the agents dictate the
Government poliey?

The PREMIFER: XNo, but we hal the op-
tion of paying £6 5s. a ton or £6 10s, a ton
which ever we pleased.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Anyhow, the struggling
man was not to get the henefit. It was a
pretty rotten policy,

The PREMIER: We had no control over
it. We got 9s. because there was keen ecom-
petition between the sellers. This year they
did not acceept the 9s, beeause they could not
get it.  Mr. MecLarty, at the head of the
bank, would accept every peuny he could get.

AMr. Wilicock: A tender was put in at 9s.
and the superphosphate is heing bonght at

7s.

The PREMIER: It was said that there
_ were 50 many Country party members in the
Cabinet that this thing was easitly arranged.
I am the only Minister who knows what is
happening in regard to these matters,

Hon, W, C. Angwin: Then vou are not re-
sponsible for the report of the Tndustries
Assistance Board?

The PREMIER: Yes, I am responsible.
It is purely a matter of business, and T am
certain Mr. MecLarty got all that he conld
get. The member for Geraldton (Mr. Will-
cock) has told the House that Mr. MecLarty
was offered a 9s. discount but refused to
take any more than 7s. It is a pretty serious
statement to make, We are as much entitied
to the discount as are the traders who sup-
plv the phosphate.

Mr. Munsie: T take it you will have that
matter looked into and will give us an ex-
planation later on?

The PREMIER:" [ certainly will, If it
is not as the hon. member has said, T am
sure he will make the amende honourable. 1
helieve the hoard has deane a power of good.

{ASBEMBLY.]

Mon. W, . Angwin:  And those who in-
itiated it have had nothing but abuse. We
hadl it from you to-night, )

The PREMIER: T shonld be very sorry
to abuse the hon. member. ‘

AMr. O'Loghlen: They
credit for what they did.

Hen, Po Collier:  And now hon. memboers
on that side say, *‘Let us stick to the Indus-
tries Assistanee Board.’’

The PREMIER: Wc ought to be able to
disenss this without heat. T have said nothing
whatever against those who introduced the
measure. It is a very good Act, and it ought
to remain on the statute-hook. If it is a
fact, as the member for Geraldton bas said,
that the operation of the Act has been dis-
advantageous to certain people in his elee-
torate, [ am sorry. TIf the people owing
money to the storekeepers at Geraldton are
ib o position te pay, I certainly would do

sucthing to proteet them, beeause every man
onght to pay his just dehts,

Hon, W, C. ANGWIN: I very much re-
gret that my amendment was ruled out of
order. No doubt the deputy chairman was
right. But, in reply to the Premier, T want
to point out that the trustees of the bank are
responsible for furnishing an annual report
to the House. The Act specifically provides
for that. Yot two years have clapsed since
we had the last report. Tt is the duty of the
Minister for Agrienlture to see that the re-
port is aunually presented to Parliament.
When | note who the Minister for Agrienl-
ture 15, T do not wonder that no attention hasg
heen paid to this, for with him the finances
of the conutry are but a secondary considera-
tion,

The Premicr: That is not fair

Hon, W. (. ANGWIN: The Premier de-
clared that it is not a great deal we have to
cousider in regard to the Industries Assist-
anee Board. He said that up to the end of
Mareh £400,000 had been advanced, and that
we were to get £200,000 of that back very
shortly in respeet of wheat marketed, But
the Premier forgot to say that siuce March
the whole of the crop has been financed by
the board. The member for Avon asked what
interest does the board pay for the money
used by it, and what interest is charged to
the board’s elients. T find that the hoard
had £801,633 at 435 per cent., £358,170 at
i1y per cent., and temporary accommodation
troin the Treasury for whieh the board pars
3 per eent.

The Premicr:
for soldicers,

Hon. W, . ANGWIXN: Section 27 of the
[ndustrics Assistance Act provides that im
every vear fthe Cnlonial Treasurcr shall
cause a report of the operations of the
board to be presented to hath Ionses of
Parliament., That is the law, nerwith-
stunding which, although the hoard's year
comeluded in Mareh last, we have lbad ne
report, T am tired of the taunts continu-
ally thrown ucress the Chamber to the effeut
that members on this side waunt to sacrifice

have never had

That ineludes the amount
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the furmer. \When the member for Gerald-
ton was speaking to-night the Premier said,
““¥You want the farmer thrown over, so that
everyone can get at him.’' I say that when
the farmer requires assistance, members on
this side are the first to go to his aid, We
saved the country at a time when it was
necessary to do s0. We had no intention,
bhowever, of aacrificing other persous in the
¢t mmunity when normal conditions again
prevailed,

Mr. Harrison: That i3 the proper attitude
to take up.

Mr. Munsie: "And we were abused for
Qur pains.

Hon, W. €. ANGWIN: When the neces-
sity arises and it is in the inferests of the
State to do so, members on this side of the
House are the first to render assistance to
the farmers. We have no desire to throw
over the farmer.

The Premicr: T snid the suggestion of the
member for Geraldton meant that,

Ilon, W, G, ANGWIN: We are all oue on
this side. We intended to act honestly
towards every portion of the community,

The Premier: And you did so.

Hon, W. C. ANGWIN: We provided hy
legislation that any surplus over from the
sale of farmers’ crops should he Adivided
proportionately  amongst those who had
stood by the farmers. This legislation was
introduced as a temporary measure to he
renewed at the end of the wvear, if neees-
s«ry., The moratorium wag then hronght in
to proteet not only the farmer but the Gov-
ernment. Tf the merchant had foreeclosed
on the farmer he would have taken his
plunt, horses, and stock, and he would nnt
have been able to do anvthing with his
Iend, During that period the Government
saw to it that those traders whe had sup-
rlied the farmer with necessities prior to
the dronght. and had in many c¢ases boen
out of packet hundreds of pounds, were not
ruined heeanse the Government controlled
the position for the time being. They were
given orders to continue supplying the re-
nquirements of farmers. There then came
into existence a political trading eoncern,
We have evidence from the primary pro-
Aucers that such was the ease.  Throogh
poiitiral influenee this trading organisation
was built up. Instead of the practice of
protecting others ag well as the farmers
being followed, cash payments were made,
and these cash payments built up this big
trading eoncern, whose object was to erush

*the very men who had sinod by the farmers
in the early days., Much of the money thaf
has been put into this trading concern is
mouney that wag owing to the storckeepers
who assisted the farmers. It is the duty
-of the Government to see that fair play is
aceorded to all portions of the State. Fair
play is the policx of those sitting on this
gide of the House.

Mr. Pickering: How are von to force a
mafi to deal where he does mot want to
deal?
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Hon. W. (. ANGWIX: Members say now,
‘‘God help the farmer if the Labour party
comes into office.’’ Had it not heen for the
Labour Governmeunt where would the farmer
be fo-day? The Agricultural Bank Act was
brought into existence to help those farmers
affected by drought and other adverse con-
ditions, That is the source from which assist-
ance should be rendered, What power this
system places ip the hands of any Govern-
ment—and the power has been employed
for political purposes since 1016. Any Gov-
crnimment could vse hundreds of thousands of
pouuds of public money for the purpose of
buying electors, by way of loans.

Mr. Pickering: We never think of such a
thing.

Mr. Warrison: We assisted yeou to draft
that measure.

Hon, W. G, ANGWIXN: The measure was
drafted and passed before ever there was a
farmers and settlers' member in this House.
Yet thogse members have the impudence to
tell the farmers day after day what they
have done for them. Tt is disgraceful to
seek credit for work that one has not done.

Mr. Griffiths: Yon are barking up the
wrong tree. The Country party came into
this Heuse in 1914,

Hon, W, ¢, ANGWIN: 1[r. Bath, who
piloted the measure through the Assembly,
was never in this House while farmers and
settlers’ memhers have heen here, A,
Bath took action to assist the farmers with-
out ever having legal power to do so.

Mr. Griffiths: You are talking nonsense.

TTon. P. Collier: Members of the Country
party do not like the truth,

The CHATRMAN: Order!

Hon. W. ., ANGWTN: The drought oe-
eurred in 1914,

M. Grifliths: You are thinking of the old
wheat hoard,

Hon, W. ¢. ANGWTN: Nothing of the
kind, -~

Hon., P. Collier: It makes one sick to
listen to sueh piffle as the member for York
talks,

The CHATRMAN: Hon, wcemhers must
keep nrder,
Hon. W. €. ANGWIN: The member for

York knows nothing about the subject. The
Labour party emme to the assistance of the
farmer before they even had legal power to
do [o0.

Hon, P, Collier: The firast industries assist-
ance measnre was a validating measure.

Hou, W. €. ANGWIN: TYes: and Mr.
Bath was not in Parliament in 1913. The
Western Australian farmer has never had
better supporters tham the Labour party, and
vet we have had nothing but condemnation
from members of the Country party, with
the exception of its leader, who has acknow-
ledged that the Labour Government helped
the farming indusiry. T do not helieve the
farmers credit what has heen said of wvs
by hon. members opposite.

Mr. Pickering: Name one of those mem-
hers,



1290

Hon. I, Collier: Mpr. Baxter.

Hon. W, C. ANGWIN: Yes, Mr. Baxter,
who pot into Parliament on the back of the
Labour party. T weil remember when he
went roundl fishing for the support of that
party so that he wight defeat Mr, Marwick.
I regret exceedingly that we cannot strike
out this item for the purpese of impressing
on the Agriculfural Bank Trustees and on
the members of the Industries Assistance
Board their duty to Parliament. However,
we have no power to show hy our votes our
disapproval of their inaetion. There is no
institution in this country which at the pre-
sent juncture calls for eloser serutiny than
do the Industries Assistance Board and the
Agricultural Bank; and yet we find our-
selves debarred from discussing their ad-
ministration. We do not know what they
bave done. We may helieve in everything
that they have done; but we are not in a
position to say whether we do believe in it
or not. Faney no report being submitted
to shareholders for two wyears! Tt is most
discreditable. -

Mr. HARRISON: Tt is well to remember
why the board was started. The member for
Korth-East Fremantle has made statements
-to-night which T resent very strongly. 1
believe the first assistance was rendered to
farmers when the member for Toodyay, after
going through his electorate in 1914 prior
to the clection, found women and ehildren in
distressing circumstances. Mr., Tiesse laid
the matter hefore the then Minister, Mr,
Bath, and the Government gave jnstructions
to storckeepers and puaranteed the accounts
of farmers. The thing was done properly.

Mr, O’Loghlen: And without authority.

Mr, HARRISOXN: Yes, that is so, anid
within a week or 10 days the whole scheme
was in operation.

Ton. W. C, Angwin: The first assistance
was given by the Charities Department.

AMr, HARRISON: Tn 1914 eight of us
were elected from the eouvntry districts amd
a measure was approved in the first se<zion
dealing with this problem, and the then
leader of the Country party, Mr, Gardiuer,
was responsible for a great deal in connee-
tion with what appears in the Act.

Mr, Munsie: And you were condemned hy
your party for voting with the Labhour narty
in connection with that Aet,

Mr. HARRTSOXN: That measure has hoen
of excellent service to the farmers

Hon. P. Collier: It is o new proposition
that you suggest, that members in opposi-
tion are responsible for an Act,

Mr. HARRISOXN': Farmers have done
mueli  for the country  during the
past  few years in  developing  the

agricultural areas and increasing production.
It has been stated that three million pounds
have been distributed through the board and
that merehants have reeeived advaunces on ae-
eomnt of labilities. The country has saved
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the farmers and the farmers, under
board, have saved Western Australia.

the

Hon. P. COLLTER: What the hon. menm-
ber has just stated lar confirmed the re-
marks that the member for North-East Fre-
mantle made. The member for Avon has
introduced a totally new doetrine in claiming
that because he was sitting in the House in
opposition to the Government—and helped
to turn out the Government incidentally——

Mr. Muonsie: He did it the first time he
got the opportunity.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Tuat is so. Tt is
quite a new doctrine to say that beeause he
was in the House and contriboted his know-
ledge by way of debate on the floor of the
House, he has a right to claim eredit for
ihe pastage of the Rill brought forward by
the Government to which he was sitting in
opposition. Tf that soggestion be correct, T
shall elaim eredit for every Bill introduced
by the present Government where T think
it suits my purposes to do so. Of course the
board was created to save the farmers and
improve the position so far as the country
was concerned. But the member for Avon
is taking up a ridiculous attitwde when he
assumes that the farmers are the ounly peo-
ple who are carrying on the affairs of the
State. The faet that some millions of pounds
have been cdistributed throngh the loard on
aceount of the farmers has nothing to do with
it. He forgets to mention that four or five
millions, if not more, have been distributed
hy the miners of this State, and theyr do not
talk about it. Tt is time that this dectrine
that the farmers of this country are carry-
ingr the rest of the State on their shoulders,
shoulil be settled onee and for all. The rail-
way men who convey the farmers’ goods to
the scaboard are just a~ essential to the life
of the State as the furmers who grow the
pracluce.  The storckeepers who dispose of
the produce to the consumer, are equally es-
sential as the farmers who are growing the
wheat in the agricnltoral areas,  The men-
ber for Avon wants to get that firmly fixed
in his head. The farmer is essential to the
uational life of the State just as everyone else
1 have mentioned is esseatial. The farmer
connot get on without the map at North Fre-
mantle who is mamufacturing the plonghs
that he requires, and so on right through the
whole gamut. T hope we will not hear any
more of this talk ahout the farmers enrry-
ing everyone on their shonlders. The Premier
has not denied eredif to the Tabenr Govern-
ment for introducing the legisintian uonder
which the hoard was ereated, I have never
heard such a miserable, wretched ontburst
of ingratitude as we have heard to-night
from memhers opposite.  When will they
stand up with heads ercet and admit that it
was the Lalour party who did this“te help
the farmer? Tf T were contesting the Albany
seat in the interests of Labour, the porition
would be interesting, for the present Minister
for Mines woulil be able to state that he was
responsible to a large degree for the work of
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the Labour party when they carried out this
legislation in the interests of the farmers of
this State.

The Minister for Works:
gool argument for him,

Hon, P. COLL1IER: Tt is a faet.

Mr. Harrison: In this particular measure
we are discussing, I contend the farmers are
the principnal people affected.

Hon. P. COLLIER: The hon. member
does not know what he is talking about. He
does not know the Act at all. They are not
the principal people by any means. If the
member had read Section 24, he would know
that that is so and he would then realise that
he knows nothing ahout this subject, of
which he professes to know so much. The
marginal note to Section 24 of the Act reads
‘“Power to make or guarantee advances to
persons engaged in mining and other in-
dustries,’”” showing that we were mindful of
the needs of other people during the stress
of war. The section reads—

(1) Tt shall he lawful) for the Colonial
Treasurcr to render finaneial assistance by
making advances or guaranteeing the re-
payment of advances to be made to any
rersons engaged in mining or any other
industry, if it is proved to his satisfaetion
that, in the interest of the State, such as-
sistanee should be given and that it is not
practicable for the applicant to obtain as-
sistance through the ordinary finaneial
channels,

Thus provision was made to assist any and
every industry, T granterd assistance to the
mining industry.

Mr. Harrison: What assistance was given?

My, Munsie: There was little left to give
other industries; the farmers got almost the
Yot.

Hon. P. COLLIER: First of all, the
leader of the Country party says there was
no power wnder the Act. Then he shifts his
ground and says it was chiefly for the far-
mer. When I prove that he does not know
the Act, he asks what assistance was given?

Mr. Harris.on: I did not shift my ground
at all? Yowu quoted only one section of the
Act.

Hon, P. COLLTER: Thete is just as much
power in that one section as we could have
granted in 5,000 sections. Could anything be
more binding? The hon. member takes credit
for having assisted uws to pass the measure
in 1913, and now he says there was not much
power to assist other industries.

Mr. Harrison: You advanced £200,

Hon. P. COLLIER: ‘That is just like
many of the statements which the hon. mem-
ber makes. The first advance granted by me
was one of £10,000 to a mine in Day Dawn,
I also advanced £3,000 to the Fremantle
smelters and several thousand pounds to the
amelters at Ravensthorpe.

Mr. Maley: Was not that advanced under
the Mining Development Act?

Hon. P. COLLIER: No, under this Act,
and the Act was passed for the purpose of
granting such assistance.

That is a very
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Mr. Munsie: And yoa gave a yuarantee
for over £12,000 to the pearling industry.

Hon. P. COLLIER: Quite so; there was
ne power under the Mining Development Act
to render this assistance. We have now
reached a stage when members are entitled
to receive more information. When the mem-
ber for Canning (Mr, Robinson) was respon-
sible for the administration of this Aet, 'he
kept the House regularly posted with com-
plete details of the operations of the Indns-
tries Assistance Board,

Mr. Pickering: Yes, he gave us tabulated
statements.

Hon. P. COLLIER: He had the settlers
classifierl under three headings.

AMr. Willeock: Good, bad, and jundifferent.

Hon. P. COLLIER: That was an excellent
idea because it showed members how any
settlers on the board were considered to be
first class, second class, or third class clients.

The Premier: That is of no use at all

Hon. P. COLLIER: It was useful infor-
mation as it gave us some idea of the valne
of the securities and how the money was
being loaned. To-day there is not a member
of the House who has the slightest knowledge
of the number of clients, of the average
amount leaned, or whether the securities are
first clags, second class, or tenth class. The
member for Canning did give ws ugeful in-
formation regarding the operations of the
board.

Alr. Willeock: Every business house tabun-
lates its clients as good, bad or indifferent.

Hon. P, COLLIER: Of course. The mem.
ber for Canning gave us an estimate of the
number who wonld he going off the board ai
the end of the season. When he told ws that
a certain percentage of the clients were first
class, seeond eclass, or third class, it was
merely an estimate, bui it was an estimate
hased on investigation and reports by quali-
fied officers, and as suoch it proved to he
Tairly reliable.

The Premier: Tt did not work,

Hon. P, COLLIER: Neo similar informa-
tion is given members to-day.

Mr. Muonsie: The present Premier, who
was not then in office, was one of the great
est advocates of the giving of such informa-
tion.

Hon. P. COLLIER: We should now be
keener to obtain information regarding the
operations wnder this Aet becanse the mea-
sure was introduced essentially as an emer-
geney measure. The member for North-East
Fremantle (Hon. W. C. Angwin) made it
clear that it was only to be availed of to
relievé distress caused through drought or
similar hardship, and that no money was to
be advanced under it after March, 1916.
Though it was introduced as an emergency
measure, every year gince we have been asked
to pass a continvance or amending Bill. The
very faet that it had to be re-enacted from
year to year shows that it was an emergency
measure, and I maintain that it ought to be
regarded solely as an emergency measure. So
long as I have a voice in this House I shall



1242

(notest against it beecoming a  permanent
statute. We have the Agricultural Bank Act,
which is necessary and sufficient for all or-
dinary requirements. If it is found to be
deficient, it ean be amended. Naturally and
necessarily, under an emergency measure, we
make provision to advance money. not with
that degree of sccurity or on the business
lines which would be laid down in a. per-
wanent Aet. We lay down in a permanent
Act conditions which will enable us to take
fair and reasonable security, but under this
neasure the Minister has a free hand to de
as he likes, T do not suggest that anything
wrong has been done, but no greater instru-
ment than this Act could be placed in the
hands of an vmserupulous Minister to bribe
the cleetors. e could lend money and give
any measure of assistance which he chose,
T'mider politieal hribery or pressure from sup-
porters, the Minister conld extend the mea-
sure of assistance under this Aet to an ex-
tent which would not be warranted, and to an
extent which wonld be impossible under per-
manent legislation sueh as the Agricultural
Bank Act. The Industries Assistance Act
ought not to be econtinued. The operations
of the board should be wound up as soon as
possible. The very fact that men are taking
advaniage of it, that clients who have been
assisted DLy the board are practically in a
position of independence and yet remain
under the Aet, shows that the affairs of the
board should be wound up at once. It was
never intended that such clients should re-
main under the Act. Tt was intended that
when those who received assistance had sur-
moeunted their troubles and were free to earry
on operations, they should go off the funds
of the Tndustries Assistance Board. But to-
day al over the country settlers are dehiber-
ately remaining nnder the board.
My, Maley: T£ they are in eredit, let the
State use their money.
Hon. P, COLLTER:
remain under the hoard.
Mr, Maley: Why!?
Hon. P. COLLTER: Because the Act was
an emergency measure introduced during a
time of exceptional eircumstances, which eir-
romstanees no longer exist. They ought to
get off the hoard and come under the opera-
tions of the Aet which has been in existence
for =0 many years, the Aet which was passed
specifically to assist them. Tf we experience
another had season such as that which pre-
vailed when the Tndustries Assistanee Aect
was passed, another emergency measure conld
I introduced. Tf found necessary, aection

They ought not to

could he taken as was taken by the
T.ahonr CGovernment wprier tn the passing
of sueh legiclation, because this Aet was

really a validating Aef. All the assistance
grantml in  the Ybad season of 1914, es-
Ieeially as regards the Dowerin area, was
oiven really without parliamentary authority.
The Minister knows it was dome as an ad-
ministrative aet by the Government, and that
we trusteill to Parliament to endorse our
action afterwards; and so this aet was passed
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in 1915 validating what bad been done in
1914, There is also the point of duplication
in administration. We have the staff of the
Industries Assistance Board eondueted under
a board, while the Agricultural Bank staff
is run by trustees, and so the machinery is
duplicated.

The Premier: No, it is all one.

Hon, P. COLLLER: The board administer-
ing the Industries JAssistance Act is not
composed of the same men as administer the
Agricultural Bank Act. There is a duplica-
tion of wachinery, I hope the Committes
will be given the fullest possible information
converning the administration of this Aet,
under whieh hundreds of thousands of pounds
are expended every year., I want to know
what relationship exists between the Westra-
liun farmers, Limited, the Primary Produ-
cors” Assorciation, and the Government.

The I'remier: There is no convection.

Hon. . COLLIER: I am inenned to agree
with the member for Geraldton that when an
Act has heen used for the assistance of one
section of the community only, and that sec-
tion has special representation in the House,
standing behind the Government, pressure
may be brought to bear on the Government.

The Premicr: It has never been dome.

Hon, P. COLLIER: XNo. The mewmbers of
that party are very modest, and@ do not press
their c¢laim, But it may so happen that they
will in future be able to bring such politi-
cal pressure on the Government as will not
be fair to the rest of the community. I have
seen in 2 pamphlet issmed by the Country
party the claim that the wheat board had
been sachieved by the political influence of
the representatives of the farmers in the
House. That is where I say the Industries
Asgistance Act is a danger, and should not
be permanent.

Mr, Pickering: Was any period put to the
operations of the original Act?

Hon. P, COLLTER: Yes, the original Aect,
passed in March of 1913, prescribed that no
agsistancce was to be given or money advanced
after the first day of March, 1916. We have
had a continuation Bill eaeh sneeccding year.

Mr. MALEY: The members for Geraldton
and for Forrest stated that a number of far-
mers on the Industries Assistance Board were
sorry to find that they had achieved suecess,
and were in a position to get off the hoard.

Mr. Willeoek: What T said was that they
weare sorry for their previous extravapance.

Mr. O’Loghlen: Sorry to find that they
had taken so much frem the board, which had
to be repaid.

Mr. MALEY: Again, it has been said that
the oufside ereditors of many of the hoard’s
elients were heing deprived of the monev
due to them. The Tndustries Assistance
Board is the nearest approach we have to
puhlic trusteeship, and in consequence mem-
hers should hegitate hefore making such
slatements.  As for the storr that farmers
receiving 9s. a daxv from the hoard were
taking up shares in co-operative companies
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and dlepriving their storekeepers of what was
owing te them, I should like to know how
many shares anybody on 9s. a day could hope
to buy. If the pelitical Labour party had de-
voted as much money to the Lhuilding up of
+o-operative enterprises as they have put
into political propaganda, the cost of living
would ot be as high as it is to-day.

Hon, P. Collier;: Is that Industries As-
yistance Board money which your friends are
puatting into the £10,000 fighting Fond?

My, MALEY: That £10,000 can be divided
by 104, and the result will still be more than
we can look for in our fighting fund. We
have to rely on Jovalty, without the propel-
ling force which lies -behind the political
Labour party. tlon. members know what has
been the main driving foree Dbehind the
Labour party.

Mr. Mullany: On a point of order. Are

we discussing politieal organisations or this.

particular vote?

The CHAIRMAN: I uphold the hon. mem-
ber's point of order.

Mr. MALEY: I quite agree with you, Mr.
Chairman. There is nothing else but a feel-
ing of gratitude for the action that was
taken during the time of adversity amongat
the farmers. Every represeniative of the
farmers is prepared to pay a full tribute to
the Labour Government for the relief they
afforded during that trying period., I hope
the leader of the Opposition will aceept.my
assurance thdt T reeognise in a generous
spirit the serviecs of the Government of
which he was a member towards the farming
community.

Mr. FOLEY: This recognition has not
always heen given to the Labour Government,
who in times of stress came to the assistance
ot the people of the State throngh thiy par-
ticular department. In 1913 the Labour
Government very materially belped the agri-
enlturists, and this was generously recoguised
by wou, Bir, by the member for Beverley,
and by the member for Moore, The leader
of the Country party has quoted one member
of the Chamber, and said it was primarily
by his efforts that the Act under discussion
was brought into existence. That hon. mem-
her was the member for Toodyay, and he had
a peculiar way of expressing his gratitude
on hehalf of the agriculturists of the State.
In 1913 that hon. member said—

Of course we hope that we will have an
abundant harvest, and if there is not there
will be further stagnation, and we shall
suffer. To the Ministry of to-day we have
little to be grateful for. I am sorry they
have mnot realised their responsibilities.
We have a large number of people in the
agricultural areas in the backblocks who
are in a starving condition, and no effort
has been made to relieve them,

If that is what the hon. member thinks, I
would sooner accept the opinion of yourself,
Mr. Chairman, the member for Beverley, and
the member for Moore, as to what the Gov-
ernment did towards assisting the farmers.
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Notwithstanding the lavish expenditure in big
clectorate there was no stronger eritie of the
Labour Government than the wmember for
Toodyay. I hope such ingratitnde will never
apain be shown by some hon. members.

Mr. PICKERING: I regret that the re-
turn, to which reference has been made, has
not been 1aid on the Table of the House. The
Premicr has stated it is intended to make the
LA.B. a permanent feature. If that is the
case, and the operations of the hoard extend
ta soldier scttlement, I have every right to
claim that the conditions which appertain to
thie wheat areas should be extendel] to soldier
scttlement in the South-West. [ bhad ocea-
sion to make application to the board for
assistance for scttlers in my electorate. When

"1 dial so T was informed that the counditions

were such that the hoard did not operate
there. In reading the Act, T fail to sce that
that interpretation is correct.

Mr. O'Loghlen: T sought assistance for
the timber industry, and failed to get it.

Mr. PICKERING: The Aet has always
been construed against the South-West. Pos-
sibly there will be need this year for assist-
ing the potate growers in my district, who
may experience a failure of crop owing to
bad manures; and in that case I shall cer-
taiuly claim the bencfit of the measure in
their behalf. The leader of the Opposition
said that the Aet may lend itself to politieal
purposes. No member on this side of the
Chamber has construed the measure in that
way. I regret that so much heat should
have been displayed regarding the alleged in-
gratitnde of Country members towards the
TLabour party. 1 personally have always felt
gratitnde towards that party for what they
have done to assist the industry I represent;
and T helieve the same thing holds of the
other members of the Country party.

Mr., Munsie: That is only lip gratitode.
You turned the Labour Govermment out of
office at the first opportunity.

Mr, PICKERING: That was a question
of politics, not of gratitude.

The CHAIRMAN: The recoup and trans-
fers by whieh the amount of £58,062 was
wiped out having been ignored, diseussion
has taken place on the question ‘‘That the
amount of £58,062 be agreed to.’’ If that
question is passed, an amount of £58,062 wiil
have been voted in excess of the amount re-
commended by the Governor’s Message. I#
the question is negatived, no harm will have
been done, and the question will have served
its purpose of making the debate on the
items in order. The trouble has been caused
by the way in which the Estimates have been
prepared, the Treasury officials having ig-
nored the requirements of this House. The
expenditure on the staff of the Agricultural
Bank should be as much under the control of
the Committee of Supply as the expenditure
on the rest of the public service, and the
amounts shonld be voted in the same way.
My advice to the Committee, therefore, is to
negative the guestion before the Chair,

.
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Ttem, Inspectors, £23,081:

My. MUNSIE: This item shows an in-
crense of £1,955 over last year’s expenditure.
Last year 63 inspectors were employed. Why
do not these Estimates show the number now
employed? Ts the inercase in the item due
to inereuse in the nmiumber of inspectors, or
to increase in inspeetors’ salaries, or to both
causes’?

The PREMIER: There are about 10 or
12 more inspectors this year tban there were
last vear. The item includes Lands, Agri-
cuttural Bank, Industries Assistance Board,
and Soldier Scttlement inspectors.

Vote put anil negatived.

Vote — Land Settlement for
E12,652:

The CHAIRMAN: T suggest that this

vote be negatived, so that the matter may be
put in order.

Soldiers,

Vote put and negatived.
Progress reported.

BILL—HEALTH ACT CONTINUATION.

Returnedt from the Council without amend-
ment.

House adjourned at 11.58 p.m.

Negislative Council,

Thnrsday, 28th October, 1320,
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The PRESIDENT tock the Chair at 430
pan, and read prayers.
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PRIVILEGE—PARLIAMEXTARY
ALLOWANCES BILT.

Debate resumed from previous day on the
following motion by Hon. A, Lovekin—
That the words nttered by the Hon, Sir
F. H. Wittenoom as recorded in °'Han-
sard’" on the 5th December. 1919, consti-
tute a breaeh of the privilege of this
Hourze,

[COUNCIL.]

The MINISTER ¥FOR TEDUCATION
(Hon. H. P, Colebatch—East) [4.30]: In
common, 1 have no doubt, with most mem-
bers of the House, I shovid very much have
preferred to say nothing whatever xegard-
ing this matter, but it scems to me, as
leader of the House, that the guestion of
the privileges of members is involved and
a certain respongibility rests upon me. 1
am sure all of ns regret very much the posi-
tion which has arisen. Tt is undoubtediy
degirable and in the hest interests of the
country that meu, electel to responsible
positions sueh as members of thisx Chamher
or of another place, should be men of ont-
standinvg personality and stromg eharacter.
It is, 1 suppose, inevitable that there will be
clashes between mea of that kind.  Bocause
of the point of view T desire to place be-
fore the House, T think it is necessary to say
af the outset that 1 shall endeavour to re-
move two misconceptions that probably may
be in the minds of a number of members and
certrinly, in my opinion, is in the mind of
the only ofher member who has speken in
thi= debate, with the exeeption of Mr. Love-
kin and Sir Edward Wittenoom. [ refer to
Mr. Corneli. The first peint, and it is a
most important one from the view T take
of the matter, is the absence from the
Chamber of Mr. Lovekin. It is important,
for there can be no question that had Mr.
Lovekin been in the Chamber at the time,
he would have had no standiig at the pre-
sent junecture. Whether, in spite of his ab-
sence at that time, he still has a standing io
the matter, is one for the consideration of
the President, rather than for an expression
of opinion from any member of the House.
There ean be no question that had Mr.
Loveckin been in the House at the time, his
remedy would have been immediate and if
not availed of at once, ¢ould not have heen
taken at any foture time. Mr. Cornell
quoted from *‘Hansard’’ to show that Mr.
Lovekin was in the House both hefore and
subsequent to the incident. That is quite
correct, hut T know that at the time the
gtatement was made, Mr. Lovekin wag in
the corridor and I also was absent from fhe
Hounse for a moment or two. Alillough 1
wasg constant in my attendance during the
day, I was absent at thatr particular june-
ture; and Mr. Lovekin was in the Chamber
for the greater part of the evening, hot it
was peenliarly unfortunate that he was tem-
porarily absent from his place in the ("ham-
ber at that partienlar moment.  The other
point raised was that if Mr. Lovekin had
nothing whatever to do with the writing or
inspiring of the article in  the “‘Daily
News,'” he was, by virtue of his position
as proprietor or manager, respnasible for
what was done by one of his emplayees. 1
put this point of view hefere hon. membhers
for their consideration: Had the same ar-
ticle appeared in some other paper, with
which no memher of this Chamber wax con-
nected, they could not have taken any no-
tive of it. ¥ want members to nnderstand



